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Just Among Ourselves 
A Talk With Our Pastors 


EAR PASTORS: There are some 
D things which you and the membership 

of your churches, as Christians, can- 
not afford to be without, no matter what 
they cost. One of them is the Bible, anoth- 
er is your own church paper. There are 
some things which you cannot afford not to 
support. One of them is your church, an- 
other is the periodical which is intended to 
keep that church alive and working in a 
systematic, harmonious way. These are 
necessary expenses, just the same as are our 
public schools and roads. They must be 
kept up or the community in which your 
home is located would soon retrograde. 

Now that we must have our church paper, 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty, if we are to 
have a future church, who is going to sup- 
port it? It must be supported or it cannot 
exist. That the church or churches you are 
serving naturally look to you for guidance 
and instruction, goes without saying. You 
then, as pastor and shepherd, are the key to 
the situation for seeing that your people not 
only support the church paper in a financial 
way, but that they become weekly readers 
of it. The Herald of Gospel Liberty in ev- 
ery home, should be our motto, and we be- 
lieve you will agree with us when we say 
every pastor should feel it his unquestion- 
able duty to see that this is accomplished in 
the largest way possible at all times. We, 
as a church, have suffered in the past, are 
suffering today, and will continue to suffer 
in the future until our pastors awaken from 
their state of lethargy and indifference that 
they have been in so long concerning the cir- 
culation of The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
in their churches. Some of our pastors, 
only a few, however, comparatively speak- 
ing, are realizing their duty and opportunity 
and are doing a fine work in placing the 
church paper in the homes of their people. 

The Herald of Gospel Liberty is worthy 
of a place in any home of the Christian 
Church and will be a blessing wherever it 
enters if it is read as it should be. It is 
your paper, published by your own Publish- 
ing House, to help you and your people to 
prepare yourselves for the larger service in 
our Master’s Kingdom. Besides, it will keep 


you in touch with all our other churches 
and the work they are doing, and will help 
you to keep informed concerning our work 
as a denomination. 

Are you not interested? Will you not 
show your interest by writing us that you 
will put on a campaign in your church at 
once to extend the helpfulness of The Her- 
ald of Gospel Liberty among your people 
that they may know the joy of a larger 
service for God? 

We await in prayer your decision. 

A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 


Waiting for an Answer 


A POOR woman stood at a vineyard. 

“Would you like some grapes?” asked 
the proprietor. “I should be very thank- 
ful,” replied the woman. “Then bring your 
basket.” Quickly the basket was brought to 
the gate. The owner took it and was gone 
a long time among the vines, till the wom- 
an became discouraged, thinking that he 
was not coming again. At last he returned 
with the basket heaped full. “I have made 
you wait a good while,” he said, “but you 
know the longer you have to wait the bet- 
ter grapes and the more.” So it some- 
times is in prayer. We bring our empty 
vessel to God and pass it over the gate of 
prayer to him. He seems to be delaying 
a long time and sometimes faith faints with 
waiting. But at last he comes, and our 
basket is heaped full with luscious bless- 
ings. He waited long that he might bring 
us a better and a fuller answer.—J. R. 
Miller. 


Our Ideal 


AN artist who kept beautiful, sparkling 

gems upon his easel, replied to a visitor 
who thought there was no relation between 
them and his work: “I keep them there to 
tone up my eyes. When I am working in 
pigments, insensibly the sense of color be- 
comes weakened. By having these pure 
colors before me to refresh my eyes, it is 
brought up again, just as the musician by 


his tuning-fork brings up his strings to the 
concert pitch.” This reply leads the editor 
of the Baptist Union to write thus of the 
value of an ideal: “What was true of the 
sense of color in the artist is true, in a 
higher sense, of clear and exalted concep- 
tions of life. In the dust and din of daily 
life there is danger that the ear will be 
come deadened to Divine sounds, and the eye 
lose its clear vision of truth and nobleness, 
and the conscience its delicate sensitiveness. 
Thought and vision and moral sense need to 
be toned up. Our need in this respect is 
met in the man Christ Jesus. All possible 
virtues and graces meet and blend in him, 
without excess, without defect, in perfect 
symmetry. We need to turn our eyes often 
to him, as did the painter to his gems, that 
we may correct our lives by his.”— 
Selected. 








Deaths 


David M. Wait, son of Jefferson and Rebecca Wait, 
was born at Five Mile, Ohio, November 2, 1847. He 
entered the Life Eternal November 20, 1924, at his 
home near Westboro, Ohio, where he had lived for a 
number of years, aged seventy-seven years. He was 
joined in holy wedlock to Matilda Kellum, February 
20, 1873. To this union were born seven children, 
four of whom remain with his loving wife to mourn 
his departure, together with a host of other rela- 
tives and friends. Three, two sons and a daughter, 
preceded him tc our heavenly home. He was a life- 
long member of the Christian Church and remained 
a faithful Christian until called to that land, where 
the inhabitants shall not say, “I am sick,” and the 
— that dwell therein shall be forgiven their in- 
iquity. 








The brotherhood will be saddened to know of the 
death of Sarah J. Melstrom, wife of A. P. Melstrom, 
one of the charter members of the Shermanville 
Christian Church, She was a pioneer in northwest- 
ern Kansas, enduring all the hardships incident to 
frontier life. This family has been one of the sub- 
stantial Christian assets of their community, and in- 
deed of the whole county. Few appeals from the 
denomination for financial support have lacked the 
name of Melstrcm, unless the gifts were from “a 
friend.” They lost one child in infancy and a grown 
son, John, a year ago. The five living children ard 
the husband mourn her going. 

Funeral services were conducted by the writer in the 
Disciples Church at Goodland, Kansas, November 25, 
1924, and burial was in the Goodland Cemetery. She 
was a Christian. Cc. E. Hurr. 


Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


John N. Ross, 1102 W. 15th St., Muncie, Ird. 
Alonzo A. Thomas, Charity, Mo. 

Alva B. Houseman, R. R. 2, Casstown, Ohio. 

H. D. Cole, 722 Cottonwood, Emporia, Kansas. 
L. C. Winn, 907 S. Lafontain, Kokomo, Indiana. 
W. C. Stout, Buckland, Ohio. 

Rosa O. Roemer, Finesville, N. J. 

W. D. Harward, Windsor, Va. 

Geo. A. Roemer, Finesville, N. J. 














CHURCH WANTED 


I have half time for some church wishing half 
time preaching. 
I can give the best of reference if desired. 
If some church wishes a revival, I will hold it for 
the freewill offering. 
Rev. J. E. CLARK. 
Commercial Point, Ohio. 





EASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE 


All the churches of the Eastern Indiana Confer- 
ence are urged to have at least one representative 
present at the meeting to be held at Winchester, Indi- 
ana, December 14. 

This will be an all-day service, of which Brother 
Howsare will have charge. This is another step by 
which the Boys’ and Girls’ Congress might reach their 


1, 
Please do not forget the date, and be sure and 
have your church represented. 
STELLA STEPHENS, Field Worker. 
Ridgeville, Indiana. 





Library, Union Theo. Seminary 
7 - ag 
T20th St. & Proaiway (Fni) Oct 25 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 











The Sunday School Herald 


Published for the Young People of the Christian Church and all people with young hearts. 
Hermon Eldredge, Editor. 


———_—_—_— 


1925 Announcement 


Beginning with 1925 the following features will begin in The Sunday School 
Herald: 


IN 


Stories of Grit, by Archer Wallace. 
First published in Canada and voted by the Young People as the popular and 
helpful feature of their Sunday-school papers. 


il 





A Summer in Europe, by A. Tenderfoot. 
A story of a summer trip in Scotland, England, Holland, Belgium, Germany, 
Switzerland, and France and written to interest young people. 


Who’s Who in the Christian Church. 
A series of photographs and stories of Who’s Who and What’s What in our 
Church. The men who are our leaders and the things they are doing these days. 





Short Stories. 
There will always be stories worth reading every week and woven into the 
reading will be the worthwhileness of the story. 


The Christian Church Overseas. 
We will continually keep you in touch by story and by pictures with our work 
among a million men and women and little children in Japan and Porto Rico. 


You will find these features in no other Sunday-school paper printed. If we want to have 
our boys and girls grow up intelligent and loyal members of the Christian Church, we must let 
them know what the Christian Church is, what it stands for and what it is doing in the world. 
You cannot do this by just buying some story paper which has nothing to do with our people and 
knows and eares nothing for our church. 





The Sunday School Herald is published weekly by The Christian Publishing 
Association, Dayton, Ohio, and is good for young and old and should be in 
every Sunday-school and home of our church. 

Five or more copies, 3 months, 15c¢ each. 

Single subscription, 75¢ a year. 
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Earlston Christian Church 


HE Earlston Christian Church of Everett, Pennsylvania, Dr. William M. Jay 
pastor, has set a new record for first-day decisions in its observance of King- 
dom Enlistment Week. There were seventy-nine decisions on the first day, one 
hundred and eight in all. In his department, Brother Howsare gives an account of 
this meeting. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. A. H. Bennett just closed a success- 
ful meeting at Otter Creek and is now in 
a meeting at Bethsaida. 

Norman Station, Indiana, experienced a 
splendid revival under the leadership of 
Evangelist P. W. Hunsinger, assisted by 
Brother D. E. Johnson. 

Rev. R. W. Page was associated with his 
son, Rev. Bert Page, in a two weeks’ meeting 
just closed with the Sparta Christian 
Church. There were only two conversions. 
but much good seed was sown. 

Secretary McD. Howsare leaves Dayton 
Christmas night for Norfolk, Virginia, 
where he will assist Dr. L. E. Smith in the 
Kingdom Enlistment Week campaign which 
is to be conducted in the Christian Temple, 
December 28 to January 4. 

Rev. Jesse M. Kauffman, president of the 
Western Iowa Christian Conference, in- 
forms us that a special meeting of that body 
will be held in the Truro Christian Church 
Wednesday, December 31, at one-thirty p. 
m., at which time the items of incorporation 
will be acted upon. 

We are glad to print in this issue 
another “Teddy Bear” story by Rev. Frank 
H. Gardner. Brother Gardner gave this 
particular story to his junior congregation 
at the reopening of his church at Potters- 
ville, Massachusetts, on Sunday, November 
16, and we judge it to be one of his best. 

Rev. F. Moorehouse, Traverse City, Mich- 
igan, has the honor of sending in the first 
remittance in response to the call for the 
Department of Evangelism and Life Serv- 
ice. Although Brother Moorehouse is not 
serving any of our churches at the present 
time, he thus shows his loyalty to our cause. 

The Elm Avenue Christian Church of 
Portsmouth, Virginia, recently closed a suc- 
cessful series of revival meetings in which 
the pastor, Rev. V. T. Crawford, who took 
charge of this pastorate last month, was as- 
sisted by Mr. R. L. Baker as director of the 
singing. There were thirty-three additions 
to the church. 

Dr. W. A. Harper was not able to take 
his part on the program of the Quadrennial 
Meeting of the Federal Council of Churches 
at Atlanta, Georgia, on account of the very 
serious illness of his wife’s mother. The 
address which he had planned to give, how- 
ever, will be included in the official report 
published by the Federal Council. 

The brotherhood will sympathize with 
Rev. W. A. Huckell, pastor of the Thurston, 
New York, Christian Church, in the death 
of his aged mother, Mrs. R. M. Huckell, on 
November 18. Mrs. Huckell was associated 
with her son in Christian work for many 
years. Rev. Arthur A. Wright, Bingham- 
ton, New York, officiated at the funeral 
services. 

The Second Christian Church at Kittery, 
Maine, recently held a two weeks’ series of 
evangelistic meetings in which the pastor, 
Rev. J. E. Everingham, was assisted by Rev. 


L. C. Holmes, pastor of the Washington 
Street Baptist Church, Dover, New Hamp- 
shire. The meetings proved to be a great 
spiritual uplift and there were a number of 
decisions. 

We are very sorry to learn that our ven- 
erable Rev. J. W. Wellons, D. D., has been 
passing through much suffering as a result 
of a fall in his room Friday night, Novem- 
ber 28. Every possible attention by physi- 
cians and friends at Elon College is being 
given him, and although he is resting more 
comfortably he is still in a serious condition. 
The prayers of the brotherhood will be lifted 
in his behalf. 

The members of the Aged Ministers’ Home 
at Lakemont, New York, after having been 
distributed in various homes of the com- 
munity during the reconstruction work on 
the building, are back again enjoying the 
improved equipment and the conveniences 
which have been provided for their comfort. 
They are looking forward to the arrival of 
Dr. and Mrs. Dales, the new superintendent 
and matron of the institution. 

On Sunday, December 14, Rev. G. R. Mel, 
D. D., of Lima, Ohio, passed to his reward 
after a long life of faithful service in the 
ministry. He was one of the veteran mem- 
bers in the Northwestern Ohio Conference, 
being in his seventy-first year, and was 
widely known among the churches in that 
and near-by conferences. He had been pas- 
tor of a number of these churches and his 
many friends in them will be saddened by 
the word of his death. A sketch of his life 
will appear in an early issue. 

Beginning next Saturday night, December 
20, and closing the following Monday night, 
Rev. E. C. Geeding has arranged for Dr. W. 
H. Denison to conduct stewardship insti- 
tutes with his two churches—Advance and 
Old Union—in which near-by pastors and 
churches have been invited to participate. 
Every few months Brother Geeding plans to 
keep his people informed concerning our de- 
nominational work by bringing in some of 
our representative speakers—a plan worthy 
of emulation by our other churches. 

Following the Quadrennial Meeting of the 
Federal Council of Churches at Atlanta, 
Georgia, Foreign Mission Secretary W. P. 
Minton and Dr. W. H. Denison held a com- 
bined missionary and stewardship institute 
for the Georgia and Alabama Conference 
at Lanett, Rev. H. M. Gray pastor; one for 
the Alabama Conference at Wadley, Rev. E. 
M. Carter pastor; and also one at Bethle- 
hem College. There was a splendid attend- 
ance and a deep interest, a number of pas- 
tors being present at these institutes. 

The young people of the Northwestern 
Ohio Conference have organized the Young 
People’s Christian Congress of the North- 
western Ohio Conference, and held a great 
rally at the Lima Church on Saturday, De- 
cember 6. Mr. Frank Wright, as temporary 
chairman, called the meeting, during which 
officers were elected and plans outlined for 
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the year’s work of the organization, includ- 
ing a goal of 500 young people won for 
Christ and the Church in this conference 
during this year. Nearly two hundred young 
people, representing eleven churches, attend- 
ed this meeting. 


A great home-coming service was carried 
out by the church at Lima, Ohio, Rev. L. D. 
Hammond pastor, on November 30. The 
program for the day was a very full one, in- 
cluding a sermon in the morning by Rev. 
Ernest D. Gilbert, a former pastor, an or- 
dination of deacons in the afternoon with 
sermon and ordination service by Dr. J. F. 
Burnett, and a very fine musical service in 
the evening. The Lima Church has always 
been richly blessed with especially fine mu- 
sical talent which, under the direction of 
Mr. R. B. Mikesell, has been a power in the 
life of the church. The work at Lima is 
making steady and stable advancement. 


Teachers and workers in the Sabbath 
School should remind themselves that the 
new year is almost upon us and that they 
will be needing their new lesson helps and 
commentaries very quickly. They should or- 
der them at once from The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association, which can furnish any 
particular help desired. Peloubet’s, Tar- 
bell’s, Snowden’s—these are the old favor- 
ite stand-bys and every teacher should have 
one or more of them. Get your order in 
quickly so as to have the book in plenty of 
time for the preparation of the first lesson 
of the new year. No teacher can afford to 
be without some such helps as these. 


For many years the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America has rec- 
ommended the use of the topics for the 
Week of Prayer as suggested by the World’s 
Evangelical Alliance, and printed elsewhere 
in this issue. This year the material has 
been prepared by Dr. Robert E. Speer, us- 
ing the general topics adopted by the Brit- 
ish Evangelical Alliance. It will be of in- 
terest to our readers to know that these top- 
ics will be in use by the British and foreign 
representatives of the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance, by church leaders in Great Britain 
and other countries, and by officials of Bible 
and missionary societies, with whose co-op- 
eration this program will be circulated and 
used throughout the world. It will be trans- 
lated into foreign languages and circulated 
in the following countries: Australia, Aus- 
tria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Ceylon, China, Cu- 
ba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Egypt, Es- 
thonia and Russia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Holland, Iceland, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, 
Madeira, Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, 
Persia, Portugal, Rumania, Transylvania, 
South America, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syria and Palestine, Tunisia, Turkey and 
Armenia, and Uganda. As we come to the 
annual celebration of the Week of Prayer 
from Sunday, January 4, to Saturday, Jan- 
uary 10, inclusive, will it not be deeply im- 
pressive to feel that we are uniting with all 
Christendom in presenting at the Throne of 
Grace the great themes which are in har- 
mony with the revealed will of God and upon 
which we seek his blessing? 
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Scholarship in the Pulpit 


tween the elements of exhortation and instruction in 

the pulpit. One hardly goes to church to be instructed, 
but a sermon lacking wholly in instruction is not con- 
ducive to the wholesome development of the hearers. Any 
appeal of value must be based on accurate foundations, 
and any significant interpretation of events or experi- 
ences must issue from a critical knowledge of facts. At 
present there is too little rather than too much scholar- 
ship in the pulpit. The very nature and demands of a 
clergyman’s activities make it difficult for him to be a 
consistent and constructive scholar. His work is sub- 
‘jected to all sorts of interruptions, and a routine provid- 
ing for stated periods of study is almost impossible. And 
scholarship requires a devotion and a jealous regard for 
time that will not admit of interruptions during the 
periods of careful and concentrated thinking. 


|: is always desirable to maintain a proper balance be- 


UT scholarship in the pulpit is so important as to 

make necessary a schedule of hours that will include 
definite periods for study and research. Almost all of 
our social and business contacts are suggestive of the 
most discriminating observation and analysis. The mech- 
anisms we use in the home and out, the methods of 
procedure in business, the entertainment and social 
affairs provided for us all give evidence of painstaking 
development, of critical thinking and investigation. We 
cannot follow the processes by which the inventors and 
organizers reached the satisfying results, but we are con- 
scious of well-ordered and critically-developed schemes 
and devices which give us what we desire and need. Our 
young people in school and college are urged in many 
ways to think straight, to think things through, to think 
critically. The teachers do not announce it, but they use 
rather freely the text, “Prove all things, hold fast that 
which is good.” Adults are faced every day with a con- 
siderable body of information and, whether they will or 
not, are required to discriminate and to evaluate what 
they read and hear and see. 


LL of this suggestion of careful thinking based on 

wide observation and critical selection argues most 
forcefully for the same regard for facts and tendencies 
in the pulpit. Scholarship in the pulpit will not result 
from extensive reading of 


mon he will never be scholarly ; he cannot, under those cir- 
cumstances, pursue a subject with sufficient persistency 
and devotion to secure that confidence and tone of author- 
ity that will be a constant source of satisfaction and in- 
spiration to his hearers. And it was speaking “as one 
who had authority” that constantly and continuously im- 
pressed the hearers of Jesus. In order to have authority 
one must spend time with authorities. The preacher 
ordinarily will not have a laboratory, except the labora- 
tory of human society, but he will have his own library 
and access to public and institutional libraries. These 
should be his workshop and in them he should discrimi- 
nate between the new and second-hand tools. The ten- 
dency. is to use the compilations, the secondary sources 
almost to the exclusion of the documents and primary 
sources available. To be able to answer any important 
question in a convincing manner one will be under the 
necessity of consulting documentary material. This will 
require time and a persevering effort, but the rewards 
will justify all the devotion and effort one can give to the 
task. As an illustration, let us take the question of the 
attitude of the Church in America toward education dur- 
ing the Nineteenth Century. The preacher who is to 
preach a sermon on religious education decides he will 
look it up during the next two weeks and be prepared to 
tell his hearers just what the attitude was during the 
time indicated. All he can possibly do under those cir- 
cumstances will be to tell what some one else has said 
about the matter. He cannot know from his own investi- 
gation unless he is willing and able to consult documents 
and primary sources. This he cannot do in any complete 
way in two or three weeks’ time; it may require six 
months or a year. 


HE foregoing is not intended to suggest that the 
preacher is to appear only after he has become an 
authority on some subject from his own investigation 
and research. That would obviously disturb the present 
program of one or two sermons every Sunday. But the 
suggestion is, rather, that the preacher should set himself 
two or three worthy tasks each year to which he would 
devote a considerable part of his study time each week. 
A program of that kind would enrich every pulpit utter- 
ance and would give the 








secondary material for the 
purpose of presentation the 
following Sunday. There are 
immediate demands which 
must be regarded, but so long 
as the preacher thinks only in 


HE Editor is now on a two months’ leave of absence from 

his work in order that he may take some rest and medical 
treatment that have become imperative. 
profit by his absence in that others will write these editorials. 
We are sorry, however, that the “Trend of Events” will have 
to be discontinued during that time.—The Editor. 


preacher a confidence born 
only of the critical analysis of 
source material, and, other 
factors equal, his hearers 
would be advanced in their 
regard for the truth by his 
careful and discriminating in- 


Our readers will 





terms of next Sunday’s ser- 
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terpretations of events and experiences. -And, further, 
there is no thought here of counseling a disregard of that 
fruitful field of service and observation open peculiarly to 
every clergyman—man in his social relations and con- 
duct. Anyone skilled in research in the library will be 
able to carry his technique of observation and evaluation 
over into the social field. His study in the field of human 
relations will necessarily be different, but one who has 
acquired a passion for truth in one field will not likely 
be careless about the truth in another. He will study 
man as he studies documents and will seek to understand 
and interpret man as he does his source material in the 
library. 


ND, still further, scholarship in the pulpit is not 
A enough. But the man who is committed otherwise 
to his task of spiritual counselor and adviser will increase 
in power and effectiveness as he commits himself to the 
scholarly attitude in his periods of study. The pulpit of 
the future more than the pulpit of the past will demand 
the discriminating and critical thinker, the man of 
authority. He must be more than a thinker, but he can- 
not be less. He must appeal to and interpret for the peo- 
ple, but the appeals and interpretations, he must know, 
can be effective only to the extent that their bases are 


sound. 
C. B. HERSHEY. 


The Protection of Childhood 


WISE Providence gave man a long childhood. 
A The Great Teacher knew the value of this plastic 

period and taught his followers to foster and pro- 
tect it. Society has been slow to comprehend the mean- 
ing of Christ’s teaching. As late as the beginning of the 
Nineteenth Century many English people believed that 
the public welfare would be served best by keeping the 
poor ignorant. One writer expressed the sentiment in 
words like these: 


The surest wealth consists in a multitude of laborious poor. 
They are the never-failing nursery of fleets and armies. With- 
out them there could be no enjoyment. To make society happy, 
it is requisite that great numbers be ignorant as well as poor. 

This sentiment condemned large numbers of children 
to work long days in mines and factories and retarded 
the progress of universal education. Fortunately Eng- 
land awoke to the seriousness of the situation and insti- 
tuted needed reforms. 

The protection of childhood is a living issue in Amer- 
ica today. Child labor is vitally related to education, to 
physical manhood and womanhood, to our moral ideals, 
and to the genuineness of our Christian character. Christ 
said to the Jews that if he had not come they would not 
have sinned, but now that he was in their midst their 
attitude toward him determined their character. So we 
are now forced to face a vital issue in American life. 
Shall the protection of the American Government be giv- 
en to childhood? 

In the United States one child in every twelve is gain- 
fully employed, and in some States the proportion is one 
in four. In 1920 the number thus employed was more 
than a million. They were working in factories, mills, 
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canneries, agriculture, mines, and other industries. Of 
these 400,000 were between the ages of ten and fourteen. 
Thirty-five States allow children to be employed without 
a common school education. Nineteen States do not make 
physical fitness a condition of employment. Eleven 
States permit children to work from nine to eleven hours 
a day. 

Neither the home nor the States have adequately han- 
dled the situation. From Europe has been brought the 
notion that children are a financial asset and that they 
increase the family income by their labor. The fact is 
that where the wages of the entire family are depended 
upon for the support of the family, the income of the 
family is no larger than when the wages of the father 
alone are made the basis of family support. Ignorance 
of this fact keeps alive the fallacy that child labor is re- 
munerative. 

Since present agencies have been unable to deal ade- 
quately with the situation, it is proposed to give Con- 
gress “power to limit, regulate, and prohibit the labor of 
persons under eighteen years of age.” In the first skir- 
mish for the adoption of this proposed amendment to the 
Constitution, childhood lost. Massachusetts voted heavily. 
against the amendment. Those who opposed the amend- 
ment were alert to the situation and backed an intensive 
campaign of opposition. Much of the propaganda against 
the amendment was based on misrepresentation of the 
real purpose of the amendment. Strenuous opposition 
is to be expected from certain commercial interests. The 
Church, however, ought to be animated by nobler motives. 

The usual stock arguments against progressive meas- 
ures will be used, namely: The proposed change is revo- 
lutionary; it puts an officer in the place of the parent; it 
encroaches on the rights of parents; it takes away the 
most valuable rights of the child; it assumes without war- 
rant that Congress will legislate wisely. 

The proposed amendment follows the constitutional 
form in giving Congress power to act. The Constitution 
now provides that Congress shall have power to levy 
taxes, to regulate commerce, to coin money, to establish 
post offices. The proposed amendment would extend the 
power of Congress to cover child labor. Congress has 
made two definite efforts to mitigate the evils of child 
labor, both of which were declared unconstitutional. 
Congress has no power to act unless given additional 
power. The States have failed to remove the abuses of 
child labor. Will the American people sanction and per- 
petuate these evils and abuses, or will they use the power 
of government for the protection of childhood? The atti- 
tude of Christians will be the deciding factor. 

D. B. ATKINSON. 


The Week of Prayer 


URS is an age of co-operative effort; we do things 
O together, and it is fitting that we pray together. 
Our task is too big, too difficult, too complex for 

us, unless we work together; and before we can work 
together, we must pray together. We must have a clear, 
deep sense of the presence and power of God, or we strive 
in vain. The Church before God, on her knees, is em- 
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powered for her task, and may rise and confidently pro- 
ceed with her work. The Week of Prayer is in itself a 
challenge to the current distrust of prayerful petition. 
In a world largely enslaved to the things that are seen, 
and at a time when the material holds sway, the Week 
of Prayer unhesitatingly, joyously, triumphantly speaks 
the language of faith. It expresses the conviction that 
God is, and that he rules in the affairs of men. The Week 
of Prayer outreaches races and nations and tongues; it 
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the pure air of world kinship; it is the voice of the essen- 
tial oneness of the Church; it pulsates with the spirit of 
universal brotherhood, peace on earth and good will 
among men. It is an evidence that righteousness exalteth 
a nation, and that sin is a reproach to any people. It 
is an opportunity for fellowship and the increase of 
spiritual strength. 

What could be more impressive, more appealing, more 
convincing, than the whole Church on its knees before 











overpasses creeds, denominations, and sects; it breathes God in humility and prayer? J. F. BURNETT. 
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Week of Prayer for the Churches 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, TO SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 1925 


UR one Lord calls us at the beginning of another year to join our hearts and minds in 
united thanksgiving, confession, and petition. Never was the measure of our bless- 
ings so full and overflowing. Even in our affliction the Lord our God is merciful 
and gracious. Let us give thanks “For whoso offereth the sacrifice of thanksgiving glori- 
fieth me and prepareth a way that I may show him the salvation of God.” —(Psalm 50:23). 


Never was there deeper need for penitence. As individuals, as nations, as a Church, 
we have failed in our duty. We have done what we ought not to have done and we have 
left undone the things we ought to have done. 


Never was there deeper need for petition. Confronted by our own personal necessities 
and by the needs of the world we have to transcend the failures of the past, and yet the 
past is the only ground on which we can build. We must seek in the light of Christ to see 
light upon the problem of winning out of sain imperfect past itself a future in accord with the 


mind and will of God. 


Only God can help us. Let us pray. 


We cannot doubt that the Spirit of God is abroad in the world. This is the assurance of 
our Lord himself. It is the divine Spirit who is making men discontented with conflict and 
division and quickening their hope and purpose toward a better order on earth. It is he who 
is leading men, according to Christ’s promise, into the truth, and where he is, there men 
are aware of liberty. 


Let us open our lives in sincerity and love to the fullest realization of the presence of 
God. Laying aside all pride and prejudice, all self-satisfaction and judgment of others, all 
malice and cunning, all party strife and ill will, may we ever let Christ dwell in us richly. 


‘Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, what- 
soever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things. 


‘In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known unto God 


‘And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and 
your thoughts in Christ Jesus.""—(Philippians 4: 8, 6, 7). 


We are, 
Yours in the faith and fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ, 


THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA. 


























Twelve International Movements 
Number One—The Universal Quest of Freedom 


a fallacy. Liberty is not license, neither 
can it be made up of negations. Freedom 
from the bondage of law is not release from 
the obligation of duty. There are worse 
indictments against slavery 
than the fact that it im- 


Fr tats is not a dream, a theory, nor 


BY REV. R. F. BROWN, M. A. 


have found lodgment in a single heart 
—to bring liberty to the man whose free- 
dom was invaded and whose rights were 
disregarded by others. The feeling of re- 
sponsibility for others gave rise to this pro- 


difficult to accept were it not in perfect 
harmony with the trend of that ruthless, 
heartless, and bloody age. And we look 
back upon the awful deeds of these people 
with a feeling of disgust; and while a lump 
arises in our throats and 
our blood runs cold as we 





poses restrictive measures 
and irksome tasks. Slavery 
makes men servile. And 
servility is a base travesty 
against the very nature of 


HIS is the first of a series of twelve ably written articles 

by Rev. R. F. Brown dealing with twelve great interna- 

national movements in which every thoughtful person ought 
to be interested. They will appear in every other issue. 


think of the total disregard 
for childlife in the long-ago 
we sit still and allow human 
slavery to flourish today in 
this fair land. In the days 





man. 

This movement toward 
freedom first finds expression in the 
individual. The desire for freedom is 
inherent in the human heart, universal 
in its appeal, and powerful in_ its 
grasp upon humanity. It is because 
of this fact that the movement has traveled 
so rapidly and will finally become a univer- 
sal reality. Its boundaries are destined 
to be marked only by the limits of the 
world. To the appeal and challenge of such 
& movement the heart of man responds 
without hesitation. It could not be other- 
wise. To all the students of history and 
life it is perfectly clear that the social in- 
stincts and impulses of man crave and de- 
mand the joy of personal freedom to the 
same degree and in the same uncompromis- 
ing manner that his physical nature craves 
and demands food. And without the ful- 
fillment of this desire man is incomplete. 
Freedom is an essential element in human 
life. But a person may enjoy physical 
freedom and yet be a captive. His intellect 
may be keen, grasping, and far-reaching 
and still a person may be a prisoner. 
Knowledge may point the accusing finger 
at the man who possesses it. Ignorance 
may become the mother of spiritual slaves. 
He who would not become the victim of 
slavery must look well to the use he makes 
of his liberty and possessions. Knowing, 
being, and doing may enslave man’s soul; 
and no man is free whose soul is under 
bondage. 

Not until man was able to enlarge on the 
conceptions of the primitive man touching 
freedom was he successful in initiating a 
constructive movement which had an eth- 
ical, moral, spiritual, and social bearing on 
life. To mention a few of these movements 
will fulfill the purpose of this article. 


One of the social experiments, the influ- 
ence of which has been felt from the days 
of the early Roman Empire. ancient Egypt, 
and Russian Czarism to the present day, 
is the gradual rising resentment and suc- 
cessful warfare against the enslavement of 
humanity. Wherever and whenever in the 
history of the world there has been a grow- 
ing conviction that one man has no right 
to own another or direct the career, for- 
tunes, and destiny of another, a movement 
started then and there—although it may 


hibitive social experiment. It is such a fel- 
low-feeling of kindred relationship and 
the assurance that man is responsible in 
more ways than one for the freedom and 
happiness of other men that made possible 
the outlawry of slavery. 

From a purely social standpoint, to say 
nothing of the other aspects of it, slavery 
has always been wrong, and that which is 
wrong always meets defeat. Under the 
harsh rules of the Roman Empire slavery 
flourished and human life was cheap. 
There was no social life or social equality 
for woman. She had no choice in mar- 
riage, no authority over her children; but 
like a beast of burden she was regarded 
as common property—held in contempt by 
her husband and was unable to extricate 
herself from his tutelage and domineering 
power. And what was true of the Roman 
Empire was also true of other empires. 

The ruthless enslavement and heartless 
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The Day’s Work 


Is anybody happier because you 
passed his way? 

Does anyone remember that you spoke 
to him today? 

This day is almost over and tts toil- 
ing time is through; 

Is there anyone to utter now a kindly 
word of you? 

{ 

Can you say tonight, in parting with 
the day that’s slipping fast, 

That you helped a single brother of 
the many that you passed? 

Is a single heart rejoicing over what 
you did or said? 

Does a man whose hopes were fading 
now with courage look ahead? 


Did you waste the day or lose it, was 
at well or poorly spent? 

Did you leave a trail of kindness or a 
scar of discontent? 

As you close your eyes in slumber do 
you think that God would say 
You have earned once more tomorrow 
by the work you did today? 


—Edgar A. Guest. 




















destruction of childlife which character- 
ized the Roman Empire in the primitive 
days of the Christian era is a fact very 


before the Christian era 
men were allowed to remain 
in bondage and suffer at the hands of the 
overlords. Behold the galley slaves work- 
ing in the ships of Rome and Egypt. They 
were chained to the oars by the wrist and 
compelled to work at the irksome task, 
keeping time to the beating of a hammer 
in the hand of the chief slave driver. Un- 
der the dread of the whip wielded by other 
slave drivers these men were kept strain- 
ing at the oars; but in times of battle they 
were driven by the instinct of self-preser- 
vation. They had no freedom until the 
friendly hand of death snatched them from 
their tasks, or from overexertion they be- 
came unconscious. Then the slave driver 
cut off the hand and threw the slave over- 
board, dead or alive, and chained another 
slave in the place of the one cut loose. We 
rejoice that an awakened conscience has 
made such awful deeds by such intrepid 
people impossible. But is all of humanity 
set free? 


A heart-sickening picture is given of the 
Russian slaves who worked in the mines 
opened by Peter the Great. In his book, 
“Pagan and Christian Creeds,” Carpenter 
says there were many slaves in the Rus- 
sian mines, some of them criminals, many 
of them condemned, and many were inno- 
cent. They were chained to their wheel- 
barrows day and night. They, too, never 
knew freedom until they died beside their 
wheelbarrows, or until sickness made it im- 
possible for them to stagger at their ter- 
rific task. Such was the life of the common 
man under the czars of Russia. Our souls 
rebel at such a life. But again I ask: Do 
the people of the world have freedom to- 
day? Is America guiltless? 

In the middle ages we find that certain 
classes had no more liberty, and life was 
held no more sacred, than under the harsh 
rules of the Roman Empire and the reck- 
less sway of the Russian czars. But the 
enslavement of one man by another was 
not sanctioned by the Creator, and in 
spite of the non-Christian philosophic sys- 
tem which developed an order of life void 
of a conscience and which could not see 
the wrong wrought by the enslavement of 
humanity, the leavening force of a social 
impulse urged for expression and began 








es 
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to purge the polluted social order, driving 
out the spirit of inequality, and making it 
impossible for the black-hearted profiteers 
and clamorers for gain to barter in human 
flesh or relegate to the low level of an ani- 
mal the beautiful handiwork of God as 
expressed in the childhood, womanhood, 
and manhood of the world. Again we re- 
joice because of the hopeful changes 
brough about. While conditions in the Ro- 
man galley, the Russian mines, and the 
Egyptian lands have been changed by the 
awakened conscience of such rulers as Con- 
stantine and Justinian and others, and 
and while human slavery, oppression, and 
the ruthless destruction of human life are 
matters of history; while the ancient 
scenes of inhumanity have been changed to 
scenes of equality of social life and in 
some places equality of opportunity; while 
the peerless and untiring spirit of Wash- 
ington led to a successful consummation 
the terrible conflict between the will of a 
king and the wish of stalwart souls for 
religious freedom; and while Lincoln, 
whose soul was oppressed by the enslave- 
ment of humanity in America, led other 
stout hearts in an awful war between the 
States which ended in the emancipation of 
a million souls; and while in America and 
in other parts of the world there is a 
praiseworthy emergence of womanhood 
and a complacent ecstasy over the oppor- 
tunities afforded the childhood and youth 
of the world, there are yet exposed to hu- 
man gaze many sad scenes. Behold China’s 
timeworn custom of binding the children’s 
feet, and the ruthless and heartless ex- 
posure of babyhood; the polygamy, concu- 
binage, and the laxity of marriage rela- 
tions, not only by the Mohammedans, but 
by the citizens of civilized and so-called 
Christianized nations; the unwillingness of 
the Hindus to grant women the right to 
obtain an education; the Hindus’ sanction 
and encouragement of child-marriage; 
their low social standard which places wo- 
man far below the place she occupied in 
the Aryan race of long ago, degrading her 
more and more in spite of that system of 
philosophy and literature which rebels at 
the suggestion that these people be classified 
among the barbarous nations. 

The advance of civilization and the climb 
out of the Dark Ages and Middle Ages 
have not eliminated the greatest crime of 
the world. Who is it with a heart softer 
than stone can live in this so-called en- 
lightened Twentieth Century and not 
think daily of the two million little slaves 
in the United States? The greatest social 
tragedy in the world—to say nothing of 
its economic aspects and its civic phases— 
is the fact that two million little hearts 
are engaged in hard labor in America! It 
is the greatest crime that any century has 
ever perpetrated’ against the social im- 
pulse of humanity and against the hope of 
civilization. These children were born with 
free spirits, but these spirits have been 
curbed by the profiteers whose purses are 


fat with unholy gain and whose fingers 
are dripping with the red blood of inno- 
cent life. The tired, unskilled, untutored, 
overworked, used-up childhood of America 
is a shame on our civilization. If the vi- 
tality and social impulses of these children 
are ground up into dividends for the cap- 
tains of industry they can never make a 


contribution to our social order, but will 
become a liability to the world. One of 
the greatest contributions we can make to 
the world is the moderate, purposeful di- 
rection of the social instincts of our chil- 
dren. This cannot be done so long as they 
are allowed to work in conditions that are 
(Continued on page twenty-one) 


Babes and Sucklings 


BY REV. ARTHUR A. WRIGHT 


the scepter in a suckling’s hand. For 

it is written, “Out of the mouth of 
babes and_ sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength because of thine enemies, that thou 
mightest still the enemy and the avenger.” 
And this is true not only of that one occa- 
sion in the temple during the earthly career 
of our Lord, when children sang the hosan- 
nas that older tongues should have sounded, 
nor of special occasions only when God con- 
descends to use childhood, but spiritually 
speaking this is always true. This is heav- 
en’s ordination. As Hannah said, so has it 
always been, so it is, and so shall it always 
be, “He raiseth up the poor out of the dust 
and lighteth up the beggar from the dung- 


AMMO 
The Smile of Jesus 


Wz know that Jesus wept—no record tells 
Of any smile that lit that lovely face. 

Yet surely, ’midst the Syrian fields and fells, 
Full often he went smiling to his place 


Ge places the crown on a baby’s head, 





Among the: folk he loved; for love makes 
smiles, 
And smiles make love; and in Christ’s 
yearn-of-heart 
To heal and bless along the travel-miles, 
He knew how joy would help his healing 
art. 


And One who understands strange, heaven- 
ly ways 
(So often held from mortal visionings), 
Feels deep within, however dark his days, 
The gladness of the hidden, happy things. 


He must have smiled a smile most sweet to 
see! 
What cheer is brought those anguished 
ones of o 
And still that sunshine out of Galilee 
Calls all who grieve to follow to the fold. 
—Richard Burton. 
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hill, to set them among princes, and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory.” For, 
“God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty; and 
base things of the world, and things which 
are despised hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to naught 
things that are.” Even as our Lord said, 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the Kingdom of Heaven.” “Blessed are the 
meek for they shall inherit the earth.” 
Who hath not known this, yet have we 


been dull of hearing, and like the disciples 
of old, we, too, have sought in forbidden 
ways for greatness and power. In our 
natural propensity we still argue the ques- 
tion, “Who shall be greatest?” and need, as 
they, to see the child in the midst and to hear 
the Master saying, “Whoso shall become 
as this little child the same shall be great- 
est.” Still is it true that, “The Kingdom 
of Heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force.” Alas, that we may in ouz 
pride and our self-seeking take the King- 
dom, that we may under its present phase 
forcefully grasp its honor, its riches, its 
seats of power as Ananias and Caiaphas and 
John and Alexander and their kin did in 
the days of our Lord and his apostles. 

But the Kingdom, which is not of this 
world, but which is righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost, cannot thus be taken. 
And when our Master, as recorded in the 
second chapter of Matthew, spake of this 
violent and forceful taking of the Kingdom, 
he immediately lapsed into denunciation and 
gave vent to woes. Furthermore, he thanked 
the Father that the Kingdom could not thus 
be truly taken. For it is written, “At that 
time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be- 
cause thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent and revealed them unto 
babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed 
good in thy sight.” And then, not willing 
that any should perish, he spake those words 
of invitation and wooing so dear to the 
heart of his people through all the centuries 
since: “Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and 
ye shall find rest to your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

When will we learn that the Kingdom is 
never taken forcefully, but always given, 
and always to the meek and the lowly? All 
sacred history glows with this truth. Of 
Moses, the greatest character of Old Testa- 
ment history, we read, “Now the man Moses 
‘was very meek above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.” Learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, fired 
with zeal, unsurpassed in the annals of any 
nation, for the liberation of his countrymen, 
Moses demonstrated beyond question the 
truth that, “By strength shall no man pre- 
vail.” His first attempt to strike off the 
shackles of his fellow-men only resulted in 
his own banishment. But forty years after 
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when in utter abnegation, shorn of all self- 
confidence, he was brought to rely implic- 
ity upon his God, God made him the eman- 
cipator and successful leader of his people. 
Every forward step of Israel was taken in 
this spirit, and not one single instance is 
ever recorded of victory where this was 
wanting. 

The whole of that unique, ideal, wonder- 
ful life of our Lord was in entire depend- 
ence upon God. Of him it could be truly 
said: 

“O, Lamb of God, thy Father’s bosom 
Ever was thy dwelling place.” 

Hear him as he says, “Believest thou not 
that I am in the Father and the Father in 
me? The words that I speak unto you, I 
speak not of myself, but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.” And 
in this truly the disciples were like their 
Master, for Paul but voices the sentiment 
of all when he says, “Not that we are suffi- 
cient of ourselves to think anything of our- 
selves; but our sufficiency is of God.” And 
under every name that finds a place on the 
page of ecclesiastical history, because of 
praiseworthy deeds accomplished in behalf 
of the gospel, we may write these words, 
“They had the sentence of death in them- 
selves, that they should not trust in them- 
selves, but in God who raiseth the dead.” 
In the light of this we may well accord with 
the poet when he says: 

“Be lowly, mine eyes, be lowly. 
God from his throne above 


Looks down upon the humble 
In kindness and in love. 


“Still as I rise I shall 
Have greater depths below me; 
And haughty works shall fall; 
Therefore, mine eyes, be lowly.” 

God gives all he hath away—his wisdom, 
his power, his riches, even himself. But he 
saith, “My glory, will I not give to anoth- 
er.” He gives grace, and he gives glory, 
but his glory—-the praise and honor which 
are his—will he not give to another. There- 
fore he couples all he gives with lowliness 
and supplication. He does this that Paul 
may be nothing and Apollos may be nothing, 
but God who giveth the increase; that mor- 
tals may be united not to earthen vessels 
that fill and empty, but to the Fountain of 
living waters ever flowing, yet ever full. 
And by so doing God places an effectual bar- 
rier to that overweening pride which weak- 
ens and kills its possessor, and to that op- 
pression which worries and wearies his 
sheep, and at the same time holds forth 
heaven’s highest awards to high and low 
alike. 

Above all eloquence, all knowledge, all 
faith, all philanthropy, all sacrifice, God 
places love—the love that answering to his 
love, prostrates itself with joy at his feet, 
crying, “What wilt thou have me to do?” 
Then rising, that love goes forth to do what 
it can to his glory. Without this all is as 
nothing and with this the least is enough. 
And this, thank God, is possible to great and 
small alike—to Simon the fisherman or Saul 
the scholar, to Nicodemus the honored mem- 
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ber of the Sanhedrin, or Mary Magdalene 
out of whom our Lord cast seven devils. 
How like our God it is to bind us by his 
very ordination inseparably to his heart; to 
make our strength, our wisdom, our fruit- 
bearing to depend upon our abiding. He 
sweetly joins rest and service, confiding and 
contending, rejoicing and overcoming. And 
let us continually bless our God that only 
as we dwell in his bosom and humbly drink 
in of his spirit, having our own souls filled 
and satisfied, can we become channels of 
blessing to the outside world. He who is 
most a babe in this sense, will be most a 
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giant in the world; and he who is the great- 
est suckling shall wield the greatest power 
and attain to the highest honors. 


“The bird that doth the highest fly 
Builds on the ground its lowly nest 

And she that doth the sweetest sing 
Sings in the shade when all things rest. 

Thus in lark and nightingale we see 
What honor hath humility.” 

May God in his mercy keep us humble by 
so ordering our steps that we shall through 
the force of circumstances be kept continu- 
ally dependent upon his grace, ever drawing 
our strength from his loving, life-giving 
bosom. 

Binghamton, New York. 


The Joy or Fun of Giving 


REV. N. M. HEIKES 


Stewardship Secretary, New England Convention 


For God loveth a hilarious giver.—2 Cor. 9:7. 


HERE is a very widespread misconcep- 
7 of the real spirit of giving owing to 

the fact that some in giving have too 
much of the legalistic aspect of merely pay- 
ing a bill. When we dismiss from our minds 
the thought of paying God for what he has 
done for us then there will be real merri- 


AAA 
Gems of Thought 


NURTURE your minds with great thoughts. 
Hatred is as dangerous to the soul as 
smallpox is to the body. 


Heaven does not send in the bill every 
Saturday, but the bill is sent in. 


God pardons like a mother who kisses 
the offense into everlasting forgetfulness. 


What this country needs is more paint on 
the old place and less paint on the young 
face. 

To educate a man without the Bible is 
like placing a repeating rifle in the hands 
of a savage. j 

Down-grades attract the lazy soul. It 
turns away from Christianity and refuses to 
climb the heights. 


There is not a boy nor a girl, all Christen- 
dom through, but their lot is made better by 
the great Book. 


Take six parts of enthusiasm, one part of 
tact, and spice them with a little ability, and 
the greatest success can be made in any 
kind of endeavor. 


We have been looking largely into small 
colleges of late. We think a young man who 
goes into a small college receives a better 
education than in a large one.—Exchange. 
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ment of sanctified fun in giving. Give 
because you love and not merely because of 
duty, and then the fountain of real enjoy- 
ment will be opened up and the soul will 
revel in the showers of divine grace causing 
the true hilarious aspect. 

The young man whose soul is set on ob- 
taining the hand of a maiden does not ask 
the all important question in order to make 
the engagement legal, but because he loves 
her with his whole heart. When he asks 


her in this way and receives an affirmative 
answer he becomes a hilarious lover. 

When we love enough fear will be ban- 
ished and the formal or legal spirit will no 
longer exist, and then we will not be so slow 
in opening our pocketbooks and returning 
to the Lord a portion of that with which he 
has entrusted us for a time. We will no lon- 
ger sing, “Hark from the tomb the doleful 
sound,” but we will sing with spirit and 
understanding, 

“Were the whole realm of nature mine 
That were an offering far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my life, my love, my all.” 

Not only must love precede our giving, 
but there must be a willingness on our part 
to be good stewards of that with which God 
has intrusted us in order that we may have 
the true hilarious spirit. Jesus said, “Ye 
will not come unto me that ye might have 
life.” The human will, in a large sense, is 
imperial, and with it we can close the source 
of real joy. God accepts the willing mind 
whether we have much or little (2 Cor. 8: 
12). For if there be first a willing mind, it 
is accepted according to that a man hath, 
and not according to that he hath not. God 
will not cause an unwilling person to rejoice 
when that person bolts the door of his heart 
and will not allow an expression of that 
which God has given to him. It is the 
running brook that goes on and on through 
the green meadows that causes the heart to 
sing, and not the stagnant pool that lies 
with a green scum over it. The promise is 
that the willing and the obedient shall eat 
the good of the land. 

The unwilling astronomer never sees any 
farther than the narrow confines of his lit- 
tle house, but the one who is willing to turn 
his eyes upward and look through his tele- 
scope may see millions of stars shedding 
their light on a dark world. The unwilling 
steward never has any joy or fun except 
with his own comfort, but the willing stew- 
ard has abounding joy and he can say, 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name.” 

Freedom, New Hampshire. 
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At Prayer Time 


And Simon blessed them.—Luke 2: 34. 
o 


One does not think of the Christmas sea- 
son without going back to the events as- 
sociated with the birth of Jesus. We have 
by no means exhausted the meditational 
value of those unusual incidents. 

There are two personal factors to be seen 
in the picture that Luke brings to us in this 
Scripture. It is the purpose of this At 
Prayer Time to think on these. One of the 
factors is represented in Simeon. The ozher 
factor is represented by the parents. 

This reference in Luke, of course, refers 
to a moment in the temple that occurred 
soon after the birth of Jesus. But it well 
represents the deep moral devotion of some 
of the simple souls of the time, and it serves 
as a picture of the kind of attitude that 
prevailed in part when Jesus was born into 
the world. 

Simeon always impresses one as being a 
grand old man who, having waited through 
the years to see the expected One, continued 
strong in his trust that his very eyes would 
see the future deliverer of his race. The 
passing years with their disappointment did 
not diminish the expectancy of his hope. 
Fervent and anxious, he frequented the 
temple; and it is not hard to read between 
the lines that his supplication and his inner 
yearning came to be a living petition to God 
that the looked-for One would soon appear. 

However his expectancy may have been 
limited by the narrowness of the times-— 
which cannot be stressed from the Scripture 
—he nevertheless was a noble soul. He rep- 
resents a type of moral spiritual interest 
that is at once basic in all the development 
of religion that has followed his day. 

o 


From compromise and things half done, 

Keep me with stern and stubborn pride; 
And when, at last, the fight is won 

God keep me still unsatisfied. 

—Selected. 
o 

It is of such spirits as these that we see 
emerge those who were to play the role of 
the parents of Jesus. In order to see the 
type of souls they were we may look further 
into the spiritual expectancy of the times. 

Have you ever read of the “wailing 
place” that was a part of the temple or- 
ganization? Here was a place particularly 
set aside for those who were to lament the 
sad fate of the nation and there to pray for 
a deliverer that would again bring peace 
and prosperity to the race. Mention of this 
is not made here to suggest that any of the 
characters we now discuss attended this 
place; but we suggest it as representing 
some of the spiritual interest of the times. 

It is hard to know what to say about a 
person like Anna the Prophetess. So insist- 
ent was her concern for the time of redemp- 
tion to come that she did not leave the tem- 
ple night or day; she was seeking and pray- 


ing continuously, it seems, for the day of 
peace and freedom to come. 

Now when you think of the simple spirits 
of Mary and Joseph, coming in contact witn 
these noble souls, and living in days of such 
expectancy, you cannot keep from reading 
into their characters more of the outlook for 
that hoped for day. All the ideals of right- 
eousness and truth that those people had 
were deeply involved in all this hope. They 
wanted wars to cease; for generations the 
race had known the sorrows of invasion 
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Our Opportunity 


The greatest opportunity 
That God has ever given me 
Was not when that suggestion came 
To show an easy road to fame; 
Was not that day when fortune smiled 
And claimed me for a time, her child: 
Nor yet the chance that I might hold 
To turn some talent into gold: 
The greatest one of all, I say, 
Is now and always here—today. 





Today my opportunity 
Is just as great as I can see; 
It is my privilege to live, 
To learn, to earn, receive, and give, 
To do the little task assizned 
And smile the while, nor leave behind 
Regrets or flaws in what I build, 
But do the work as God has willed, 
And see in the small part I play 
My opportunity—today. 


What greater opportunity 
Has come, or could there ever be 
Than this, that we have been allowed 
A day to use what God endowed? 
We cannot see beyond today, 
And yet we squander time away 
As though it were eternity. 
God grant that we today may see, 
May choose and use the wiser way, 
Our opportunity—today. 

—C. A. Lufburrow, 
in Western Christian Advocate. 




















and they had long felt the heavy hand of 
oppression. But to them, misery and an- 
guish must some time end. Somewhere 
ahead a new era would surely begin. 
o 

Blessed is he that expects and watches. 
Life will never be dull for him. To be ex- 
pectant, even when nothing happens, makes 
the bare lapse of time engaging. And is 
the lapse of time ever bare? Does it not 
come moment by moment, each, for the man 
who watches, with its freight—“an Argosie 
of golden sail”—pressing in from the great 
deep? He is ready, too, for'any event—to 
overhear the knowledge that Night whispers 
to Night, to thwart the thieves and keep 
his treasure, to catch the heavenly host at 
their song and learn it. Even when noth- 
ing so sensational happens there are great 
moments in every day. Your morning 
prayer that left you lighthearted as a bird, 
ready for what the day gave or took away, 
and the serene close of it; your suspense 
for an instance between yes and no, between 
profit and honor, on whatever side you came 
down; your vivid discernment of the way 
you were following—to be with Christ, 
which is much the better,” or to go with 
others who ask less of you.—British Weekly. 


(9) 1209 


Use all your hidden forces. Do not miss 
The purpose of this life, and do not wait 
For ene to mold or change your 
ate. 

In your own self lies destiny. Let this 
Vast truth cast out all fear, all prejudice, 
All hesitation. Know that you are great, 
Great with divinity. So dominate 
Environment, and enter into bliss. 

Love largely and hate nothing. Hold no aim 
That does not chord with universal good. 


Hear what the voices of the silence say, 
All joys are yours if you put forth your 
claim, 
Once let the spiritual laws be understood, 
Material things must answer and obey. 
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


oO 


The faith of these early souls must not 
perish from the earth. 

It is not enough to say that their long- 
ings were met in the advent of a Christ. 
Their faith will not be fulfilled until right- 
eousness and peace shall come to prevail in 
the earth. 

It is not necessary to keep that faith con- 
fined into the terms and the formulae of 
that early time. They lived two thousand 
years ago; and all the development of the 
intervening years calls for an expansion of 
belief. 

One does not know what things are trans- 
piring in our own time that will mean life 
and light to distant generations, but it is 
well to believe that such things are happen- 
ing—and it is well to put our religious in- 
terests to such tasks that promise such an 
unmeasured future good to the race. 

And with the moral freedom of our day 
there needs be no hesitancy of soul in put- 
ting our whole lives back of the redemptive 
influences that are working for the better 
times ahead. 

Ere long—at least that is the unhushable 
message of faith—the day of a high mor- 
ality will come in which it will be more 
clear that God is in the world and that men 
will realize more clearly their sonship to 
him. 

o 
Faith, Hope, and Love were questioned what 
they thought 
Of future glory which religion taught; 
Now Faith believed it to be firmly true, 
And Hope expected so to find it too; 
Love answered, smiling with unconscious 


glo 


Ws 
Believe? Expect? I know it to be so. 


—John Wesley. 
o 

Direct the expectancies of our hearts and 
the pathways of our daily walk, O God, that 
we may see clearly the triumph of human- 
ity’s best desires. We believe in thee; and 
our faith cannot rest with partial realiza- 
tion of any earthly good. May we continue 
to silence the dread and the fear and the 
suspicion that keeps us from our rest and 
from our better selves. And may our earn- 
est expectations brighten the paths of oth- 
ers who live in the dark places of the earth. 
May love shine forth until all life be bright 
with thine own good will and peace. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Exevutive Secretary 





Everett, Pennsylvania, Victorious 

HE Earlston Christian Church, Everett, 

Pennsylvania, set a new record for first- 
day decisions in her Kingdom Enlistment 
Week campaign which closed Sunday, De- 
cember 7. Seventy-nine decisions were ob- 
tained on the first day. One hundred and 
eight were obtained in all, ranging in ages 
from eight to eighty years of age. The 
Earlston Church had a membership of one 
hundred and seventy. It made a gain of 
about sixty-three percent. They expect to 
double their membership by Easter. 

Dr. Wm. M. Jay, the pastor, and Field 
Secretary Sparks were fine yoke-fellows. 
The church is in fine temper for great 
things. A cash and pledge offering was 
made to the Department of Evangelism and 
Life Service amounting to two hundred and 
twelve dollars ($212). 

See what Dr. Jay and Field Secretary 
Sparks have to say: 


It is with the profoundest faith in the 
movement that I write these words of com- 
mendation and endorsement of Kingdom 
Enlistment Week. Nowhere in my experi- 
ence have I seen a program so effective in 
training workers, reviving the church, and 
winning souls for Christ. It works on a 
sound principle and accomplishes a_ real 
work without the frivolities of many evan- 
gelistic campaigns. The deep spiritual pow- 
er generated in the church and workers 
through this movement gives the work a 
permanency and genuineness every evangel- 
istic effort should possess. 

Rev. McD. Howsare, the efficient leader 
of this movement, deserves the highest com- 
mendation for the work he is doing. Any 
church which is fortunate enough to secure 
his services for a week will find a great 
fountain of spiritual power released and 
lasting good accomplished. It affords me a 
great deal of pleasure heartily to commend 
this program to the brotherhood. May God 
continue richly to bless this movement 
through the future as he has in the past. 
—A. W. SPARKS. 


Kingdom Enlistment Week is a matter 
of history with the Earlston Christian 
Church. It is memorable history. It is 
more than history, it is life. It is the mar- 
vel of evangelistic effort. If you want your 
church revived, Kingdom Enlistment Week 
is par excellence; and the glory of it is that 
when your church is revived it is ready for 
service. It trains, it revives, it wins, it 
moves your members to action. Never did 
I see a church of mine in action as I saw 
Earlston during Kingdom Enlistment Week. 
The first day the workers brought in sev- 
enty-nine decisions, while the four days net- 
ted one hundred and eight decisions. They 
were received into church on Sunday morn- 
ing and Sunday night. Never was such a 
scene witnessed in this town. The beautiful 
service prepared by Dr. Burnett was used 
with wonderful effect. Brother Howsare 
has discovered the art in evangelism and 
while he is a past master in directing the 
work, his messages carry wonderful power. 
We have only words of praise for Kingdom 
Enlistment Week and heartily commend it 
to the whole church.— Wo. M, Jay, 
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SAY, Brother Pastor, see to it that the 
offering for the Department of Evan- 
gelism and Life Service reaches us early. 





RECENT ACCESSIONS 
Versailles, Miami Ohio Conference, 
Rev. Hugh A. Smith Pastor ........ 140 


Walnut Hills, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. A. W. Hirby .................. 6 


Chapmantown, New Jersey Confer- 
ence, Rev. Geo. A. Roemer .......... 3 


Berkey, Northwestern Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. J. H. Bassett ................ 34 


Hammonds Corners, Erie Confer- 
ence, Rev. R. E. Benjamin ............ 37 


Hickory Grove, Northwestern Indi- 





ana Conference, Rev. L. T. Proc- 

tor Sanne a 3 
Pleasant View, Central Illinois 

Conference, Rev. J. E. Fry .......... 6 
Greenville, Miami Ohio Conference, 

ae tert ie a 4 
Concord, Miami Ohio Conference, 

Rev. Clarence Defur ...................... 72 
Elmwood, Rhode Island and Mas- 

sachusetts Conference, Rev. W. 

G. Sargent .......... 52 





Spencerville, Northwestern Ohio 
Conference, Rev. J. A. Albright.... 73 





Dexter, Ohio mesos cuedeeenee, 
Rev. Scott M 13 

Columbus, Ohio laaaoun Confer- 
ence, Rev. J. S. Kege@ ..............---.-.- 11 


Olive Hill, Northern Kansas and 
Nebraska Conference, Rev. S. M. 





Milholland 19 
Lake Fork, Central Illinois Cuatar- 
ence, Rev. Levi J. Carter -........... 15 
Piqua, Miami Ohio Conference, mov. 
RU PUI, snes cpecititenncbancaptacuels 54 
Crown Point, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. Clark A. Denison ...... 2 
Earlston, Rays Hill and Southern 
Pennsylvania Conference, Rev. 
a a .-- 108 

















Stewardship, Promotion 
and Social Service 


Rev. Warren H. Denison, D. D., Secretary 





A Gift for Christmas 


ANY people desire to give a helpful 

present to their friends, husbands, sons, 
daughters. May we suggest that one of the 
most interesting, helpful stewardship books 
would be such a suitable gift. Right now 
nearly all churches and denominations are 
making a special study of this great theme. 
The great magazines are writing on it. A 
well informed church man should not be be- 
hind on this great question of the day. 
Your pastor, husband, friend, young people 
could be helped by a very moderate priced 
book of this kind. Be sure to put one of 
the new diaries among their gifts. Sun- 
day-school teachers are ordering for their 
classes. 


Your Official Board 
E hope no pastor will let these winter 
weeks of the stewardship period go by 
without at least one stewardship study class. 
We earnestly urge that the officials of the 
church form one such class. The church 
officers of this day should be informed on 
this great subject that is engaging the great 
business minds of the day. Gather your 
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trustees, deacons, clerks, treasures, super- 
intendents, and presidents into one class, se- 
cure a good book, and you will be surprised 
at their interest, the results spiritually, and 
in a business way in your church. 
The Why of Better Church 
Finance Methods 

HE church should set the standard in 

every community in all good things. You 
want business efficiency, integrity, and hon- 
esty to prevail in your community. The 
church should set the example. Is it too 
much to say that it should be run on a 
strictly cash basis? We think not. When 
a salary is due the pastor, janitor, organist, 
why should they not be paid? When any 
bill is due, why should it not be paid? When 
you work for another you expect to be paid 
Saturday night, or at the end of the month 
according to agreement. So your church 
should be run on a cash basis. Your de- 
nominational benevolent work, missions, 
education, etc., is a joint obligation with 
the other churches of your conference and 
convention. Why should not your mission- 
aries and other obligations be paid regu- 
larly by you and by your church? You have 
the same obligation to pay your missionaries 
as you have your pastor. Missionaries, 
teachers, Bible women, kindergarten work- 
ers, field secretaries, are employed by your 
denomination through properly appointed 
agencies and their salaries and other obli- 
gations are dependent upon the money paid 
by the churches—your church. 

The church has the business ability. 
There are no finer business men than the 
men who compose the officials of your 
church. Look at their farms, banks, stores, 
offices. You will find that in these they use 
the most improved business methods. You 
will likely find that they are pointed out as 
among the leading business men of your 
community. They have money, integrity, 
and business ability. They prize their cred- 
it. They have the respect and confidence 
of the community. Those some Christian 
business men should set the standard in 
their churches so that the good name and 
credit of your church should be maintained. 





Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S, Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Bibles Burned in Brazil 
EV. J. M. SYDENSTRICKER, mission- 


ary of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in Oliveria, Brazil, writes: 


The bishop of this diocese is very bitter 
in his opposition to a]l Protestant work, and 
does his utmost to hinder its advance. Just 
before the Christmas season, he sent a mis: 
sionary priest here, to assist in the work of 
the church. Each day the children met to 
study the catechisms and to learn new rea- 
sons for having nothing to do with the 
Protestants and their work. On New Year’s 
Day there was a large gathering in front 
of the Catholic school for boys. Bibles were 
burned, and the priests led the assembled 





. en 
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children in a song, the refrain of which 
was: 

Go away, ye Protestants, 

Go away from our nation. 

We only want to be a part 

Of the friends of the Sacred Heart. 


Things seem .to have calmed down now, 
and some of the boys who took a most ac- 
tive part in the Bible burning and the song, 
have become our friends. Attracted by the 
victrola and other novelties of an Ameri- 
can home, some of these boys visited the 
Davises a few nights ago, and before leav- 
ing signed up for a volley ball team and said 
that they were not going to sing any more. 
“For,” said they, “it seems that the Protes- 
tants are here to stay, and they are not so 
bad after all.”—Missionary Review. 


“We are trying hard to make our mission- 
ary society a success.” So says a worker in 
» letter. It is the hard work of the local 
society leaders that counts for the success 


cf all our organized work. 





HE offerings to the Near East Relief 

Fund are coming in quite well. The sev- 
eral amounts so far received are quite gen- 
erous. Some have a distinct pathetic ncte. 
A letter in the last mail said, “Enclosed 
find three dollars, from our little school of 
five members.” The remittance represents 
real interest, and over against some other 
offerings it is indeed generous. 


HE Aged Ministers’ Home is still being 

remembered. Twenty-five hundred dol- 
lars has just been received from the estate 
of Mary Jane Hollister, of Hartwick, N. 
Y. This amount is designated as Endow- 
ment Fund. 


UT one or two orders have been received 

for the objective and appeal of the Gen- 
eral Board of the Convention entitled, 
“Things Done, Things Doing, Things to be 
Done.” This is a carefully prepared state- 
ment of what has been done; an accurate 
account of what is being done, and an un- 
usually strong pronouncement of what 
should be done. Our people should have 
the privilege of reading it. It cost time to pre- 
pare it and money to have it printéd, both 
of which go for naught unless the document 
is read by our folks and its truths planted 
in their hearts. They would indeed be glad 
to have it, and pastors should not fail to 
order it in sufficient quantities to supply 
their congregations. It is unfair to the 
members of the church for pastors to be 
indifferent to this opportunity. A postal 
card addressed to the Convention Secre- 
tary will bring the amount desired—no 
charges. Pastors, you had better send your 
order. They will be mailed to anyone ask- 
ing for them. 


E Convention Call has been prepared’ 


and mailed to pastors and church clerks, 
and the “Call” has been prepared in quan- 


tities sufficient to supply all our churches. © 


Collection envelopes have also been prepared 


and will be sent to all our churches that 
will use them. Whether an offering is tak- 
en or not the literature should be distrib- 
uted. It is prepared for that purpose, and, 
unless it gets to the church members, the 
work and cost go for naught. Pastors 
should not fail to order the Convention 
literature, and distribute it so that their 
people may know what is being done, and 
what should be done. Some churches have 
the “Budget Plan” and do not take a special 
offering for the Convention. Such church- 
es should distribute the Convention litera- 
ture as a means of information. 


Many of our churches do not have regu- 
lar pastoral service, but such ones should 
order the literature, and distribute it 
through the Sunday-school. Our people 
should know why they are asked to give; 
and that they may know, the literature is 
prepared and will be mailed to church 
clerks, Sunday-school superintendents, or 
others, in such quantities as they may order. 

Church clerks can greatly aid their pas- 
tors and serve their local churches and the 
church at large by calling their attention to 
the offering and seeing that the literature 
and envelopes are distributed and the offer- 
ing taken. Pastors are usually busy men 
and women, and some of them only get to 


their appointments once in two weeks, and 
others only once a month. Why should not 
the church clerk have things in readiness 
for the offering, so that the pastor may give 
himself wholly on the Sabbath Day to the 
edifying of saints and the warning of sin- 
ners, as his divine commission provides? 


Remittances for November, 1924 


Whole Number of Remittances ................ 274 
WR RIC Sd enccscicececeicececccesevene 214 
General Convention...........cces0. $ 22.34 
WORE PENNE, ccccocicscvecccees 17.75 


REGNE) ENON, wise 5 oa occ desienc sacs 


Defiance College 
PO Oe 4 
POE OMNES 6's Sled veccdesicccviic 
2 Cre errr ee 





Carversville Orphanage............. 3.05 
SIN oi0. 60 occ. sicewsecnecaadewewe 37 
Christian HEduceation.......ccccccccess $190.34 
SD so oc kdb ince fac ckcsciccte 43.25 
From Christian Endeavor Societies.............. 10 
Ciipigtian: FRUCRGIOR 66.0. scccccccccccs $34.80 
PR Pe dk 0a 60s cd dvcidscociwccedes 2 
General Convention..............+6. $1,000.00 
Christian Education................. 583.34 
Py oc bnnad <6 ccciccnceccssedaduanede 4 


General Convention. . 
Personal Gifts.......... 
PONG: SRT no. 60:00 6.66.96. 606660 5.00 
Christian Education..............<. $1,046.00 


Received for Relief Funds, November, 1924 


NEAR EAST RELIEF 





White Chapel Church, Indiana................ $ 5.45 

Woodstock Church, Vermont...............0005 7.00 

Farmland S. S., two women’s classes, Indiana... 27.00 

pa ee ere 6.25 
ARMENIAN RELIEF 

Hageratawe BG. G., THR. 6. oc cccceccccsccscs $10.00 








Prairie Chapel Christian Church 
T 


HE rebuilt Prairie Chapel Christian 


Church at Voorhies, Illinois, was dedi- 














cated November 30, 1924, commemorat- 
ing the twenty-third anniversary of the 
dedication of the first edifice in 1891. 


This church first met as a union Sun- 
day-school in a schoolhouse a mile east of 
the present site. It was organized as a 
branch of the Lake Fork Christian 
Church December 18, 1885, by Revs. G. 
W. Rippey and Mrs. K. E. Miller. In 
1891, its first building was erected. The 
church suffered many changes by death 
and removal until it was finally aban- 
doned. In later years, workers in other 
communities, realizing the need of Chris- 
tian work in this place carried it as a 
mission point, which efforts culminated in 
a decision to remove the old church build- 
ing from its former location out in the 
country into the village of Voorhies. As 


it was found impracticable to move the building intact, it was torn down 


and rebuilt entirely. 


The new structure consists of an auditorium seating 200 people, a recess 
for chair and pulpit, vestibule with stairways, and a basement under the 


whole for social purposes. 


It is heated by a furnace and wired for electric 


lights, and is so built that an apartment for Sunday-school use may be added 


later. 


Three services were held during the day. In the morning, Rev. G. W. Rippey, 
who was pastor when the old church was built, delivered a masterly sermon. 
In the afternoon, Rev. J. J. Douglas, D. D., gave the dedicatory address. The 
pastor, Rev. Walter Fasnacht, preached at the evening service. 

This church has a large field to itself. Its parish consists of about one 
hundred families. The field is a typical rural church problem—mainly occu- 
pied by tenant farmers, transient population, isolation—and the many other 
difficult factors which enter into such cases. The rebuilding has been at- 
tended with many problems, but our Heavenly Father has carried us through 
them all, and we trust him for complete victory in building the spiritual 


structure. 


Atwood, Illinois. 


THOMAS R. LIVENGOOD. 





Sd 
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Foreign Missions 


Willison P. Minton, Secretary 





‘THE quadrennial session of the Federal 

Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America recently held in Atlanta, Georgia, 
gave itself to a pretty thorough discussion 
of many and varied questions. In fact, the 
whole aim of the session was to discover 
what the Church was doing and what she 
ought to be doing in the woria that the 
prayer of our Lord might speedily be ful- 
filled—“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth.” 

From the beginning the missionary mo- 
tive was dominant, as it must always be in 
the real Church of the living Christ. On 
the first afternoon personal messages were 
received from Japan, Brazil, and Germany, 
and many letters of greetings from others 
were read. 

Following a most helpful afternoon pro- 
gram on the “Church and Race,” the Friday 
evening session was given over to Foreign 
Missions. In a very beautiful service, Rev. 
K. Tsunashima, of Tokyo, brought greet- 
ings from Japan and expressed his grati- 
tude for the wonderful help given by Amer- 
ica at the time of the earthquake. He closed 
by presenting to the Council a testimonial 
from the children of Japan in the form of 
a large book of beautifully hand-painted 
cards of Japanese scenes. 


Rev. A. K. Reischauer, for many years 
a missionary to Japan, gave a most con- 
vincing message on “A Critical Hour in the 
Christian Movement in Japan.” He re- 
viewed the onward march of the Christian 
movement there in spite of some backsets, 
and showed how the traditional, friendly 
spirit between the two countries had _ so 
greatly strengthened the position of the 
missionary and his cause—this friendly 
spirit and its results climaxing in the re- 
sponse of America in Japan’s dark hour 
following the earthquake. He pointed out 
how the attitude of America then had 
opened up avenues of Christian service hith- 
erto impossible. 


Then Mr. Reischauer showed how the ac- 
tion of our Congress in passing the Immi- 
gration Act of last spring had virtually 
slapped a friendly nation in the face and 
not only undone much of the good of the 
past, but had actually paved the way for a 
suspicion and resentment that are bound to 
produce grave difficulties in the future, not 
only in missionary work but in actual com- 
mercial and political difficulties between 
the two nations. It was a masterful ad- 
dress, closing with an appeal that Chris- 
tian America unite to show Japan that the 
thinking and attitude of Christian America 
are different than that of Congress. 


Mr. Reischauer’s address was greatly 
strengthened by a letter read by Robert E. 
Speer from former Ambassador to Japan, 
Cyrus H. Wood, who pointed out almost 
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identically the same grave consequences 
bound to result. 

At no time was the question of America’s 
right to limit immigration as a domestic 
problem disputed, but the unchristian, un- 
ethical, and unnecessary way in which she 
deliberately discriminated against a friend- 
ly nation was denounced. Surely the only 
thing to do is for Christian America to 
stand for proper treatment of all peoples 
by this so-called Christian nation. 

It will be interesting to know that when 
the writer in talking with Rev. Tsunashima 
mentioned our pastor, Rev. K. Matsuno, of 
the Azabu Church, Tokyo, his face bright- 
ened up and he said, “Yes, yes, Mr. Mat- 
suno is one of the greatest Christian lead- 
ers in Japan.” We can be proud of such 


men whom we are backing and whom God 
is richly blessing through us in a great min- 
istry in Christ’s name. 





Home Missions 


Omer 8S. Thomas, Secretary 





The Federal Council at Atlanta 
SUPPOSE that the greatest home mis- 
sion emphasis at the quadrennial session 

of the Federal Council at Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, was that which was placed on the race 
question. One of the most heartening helps 
to one’s faith in the power of Christ in the 
lives of his followers is that which has been 
accomplished in the last few years to bring 
about a better understanding and feeling 
between the races in the South. True, it 
is not a solved question, and there are 
many difficulties yet to overcome, but there 
have been long strides made toward its so- 
lution. 

One of them is the stopping of lynching. 
Gradually fewer and fewer lynchings have 
taken place until the goal now is that there 
be no lynchings in the year 1926. The work 
is so organized that the moment that the 
Commission which has its headquarters in 
Atlanta hears of any section of the South 
where there is danger at all of a race riot 
a strategic man is sent from the nearest 
point to the place where the riot is threat- 
ened. Both black and white men are at 
command of the Commission and will go at a 
moment’s notice, and in most cases they 
have been able to bring right influences to 
bear so that things are quieted. 

A few years ago if one had gone into a 
church in the South he might have seen Ne- 
groes there, but they would have been in a 
certain place in the church to themselves. 
At the Convention they mixed rather pro- 
misculously with little regard to color and 
a great many colored folks attended all of 
the sessions. In all of the discussions there 
was shown a prayerful desire that justice 
might have the right of way in all of the 
dealings of the two races. 

Another significant move projected was 
the suggestion of Dr. Vermilya, General 
Secretary of the Home Missions Council, 
that there be a plan worked out by which 
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there might be a closer co-operation of the 
Federal Council with the Home Missions 
Council and the Council of Women for 
Home Missions so that there would not be 
so much duplication in the great interde- 
nominational organizations. Such a com- 
mittee was appointed. 

The whole theme of the quadrennial meet- 
ing, “The Church in the World,” and the 
statesmanlike way in which it was developed 
by the great Christian leaders of the world, 
made this session one of great inspiration 
and helpfulness. The outstanding impres- 
sion on the mind of the writer was the loss 
to the Church of Christ in the world that all 
of these great powers and minds are not 
more closely united into one great organic 
body to carry on the work of the Master in 
an absolutely non-competitive way. 


Why I Believe in the Bible 


HERE are twenty reasons why I believe 

in the Bible: 

1. Because of its unity. Many writers, 
many books, over a long period of time, yet 
the Book with one central theme, the Christ. 

2. Because of its mighty influence over 
men and nations. 

8. Because of its indestructability. 

4. Because of its vitality. A living book 
with a message of life. 

5. Because of its power. Many are the 
demonstrations that it is “the power of God 
unto salvation.” 

6. Because of its adaptability. The Bi- 
ble meets the need of every race in every 
land. 

7. Because of the inspiration of the book 
in art, literature, music, and the lives of 
men. 

8. Because the prophecies of the Book 
are fulfilled. 

9. Because it satisfies the human heart. 

10. Because the saints of God testify 
that the Bible is true and helpful and the 
word of God. 

11. Because it gives a plan for human 
happiness, or a program of human rela- 
tionships that mean happiness. 

12. Because it-gives the upward pull to 
every one who reads it. 

13. Because man unaided from God could 
not have written it. 

14. Because of the character of those 
who love the Book. The purest cherish the 
Bible. 

15. Because it gives an adequate state- 
ment of origins—creation, man, the Church, 
the gospel sermon, salvation, etc. 

16. Because it is the supreme book. Su- 
preme in its message and in its popularity. 

17. Because it is authenticated by arch- 
aeology. 

18. Because it is the only book that gives 
a portrait of the Designer-Creator. 

19. Because it is the only book that tells 
the good news of the Savior. 

20. Because it is the only book that gives 
an adequate statement of what a man must 
do to be saved.—E. K. Burke, in Christian 
Journal. 
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Review—The Central Period of Christ’s Ministry 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 28, 1924 
Mark 6:7-16 


: BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father.—John 14: 9. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, December 22—The Choice of 
the Twelve. Matt. 10:1-8. 


Tuesday, December 23—The Feeding of 
the Five Thousand. John 6:1-15. 


Wednesday, December 24—Peter’s Con- 


fession. Matt. 16:13-20. 
Thursday, December 25—The First 
Christmas. Luke 2:18-20. 
Friday, December 26—The ,Transfigu- 
ration. Luke 9:28-36. 
Saturday, December 27—The Raising 


of Lazarus. John 11:31-44. 


December 28—The Judgment 


Sunday, 
Day. Matt. 25:31-46. 











ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 
MISSIONARY SUNDAY 

Opening Music—‘‘Speed Away.” 

Matt. 25:31-36—Recited by a young man. 

Hymn—‘Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory,” 
No. 223 in “Worship and Song.” 

Prayer—By father or mother of a missionary 
or life recruit; thanks for the coming of 
Jesus to earth, and for the westward pro- 
gress of the gospel; prayer for money and 
consecrated lives to carry it back to the 

st whence it came. 

Secretary—Report of the Sunday-school’s 
missionary giving for the year and as far 
as possible where it went to and how used. 

Missionary Superintendent—What offering is 
needed today and the missionary policy of 
the school for the coming year. 

Hymn—"O Zion, Haste,” No. 239 in ““Wor- 
ship and Song.” 

Lesson Period. 

Musical Recall. 

Report for the day. 

Hymn—"'The Whole Wide World for Jesus,” 
No. 236 in “Worship and Song.” 

Closing Prayer—By pastor. 


The Choice of the Twelve—God Needs You 


WHEN Jesus started out on his great 

work he chose disciples. He knew that 
the world could only be saved by the help 
of the saved themselves. After a while he 
went away, but before he went he said, “Go 
ye. ... and lo I am with you alway.” All 
his omnipotent power is ours, but the work 
must be done by us. He has chosen us to 
be his disciples just as really as he chose 
the twelve. 


The Sermon on the Mount—Prayer 


Means of communication has steadily in- 
creaséd in efficiency and speed, and during 
this last fifty years it has gone ahead in 
leaps and bounds until now a listener in 
England can hear a speaker in America, 
and a citizen of New York can cross the 
continent in time measured by hours in- 
stead of days or even weeks as in other cen- 
turies. And should it be thought a wonder- 
ful thing that God can heal in heaven the 
wish of your heart? Let us keep the lines 
of communication clear between earth and 
skies. 


The Parable of the Sower—The Story in Re- 
ligious Education 


Jesus was a master story-teller, and to 
this day those stories are the most inter- 
esting in literature. As parents have we 
learned the secret of giving joy and culture 
to our children by the methods of Jesus, or 
some of the other Bible story-tellers? How 
much more effective our reproof if we could 
do it like Nathan, and how much more at- 
tractive the truth, could we clothe it as 
Jesus did. And this also applies to the 
teacher. 


The Stilling of the Storm—All Is Well 


All will not be smooth sailing. It is not 
well that it should be. In Kingdom work 
there are many very serious problems, and 
sometimes it would almost seem as though 
the vessel would sink. In times of trans- 
ition of thought and method in church work 
and Bible interpretation the waves ofttimes 
dash high. It was very stormy in Luther’s 
day and in Wesley’s day, and in revolu- 
tionary days in the United States, but the 
Bible and the Church ride on carrying thou- 
sands to a safe port, for Jesus is aboard. 


The Prodigal Son—The Father Is Waiting 


It is a terrible thing for that boy to 
waste his substance in riotous living, but the 
call of the wild is fearfully enticing. But 
home and God are waiting. Even when all 
is gone, honor and health and hope, the Fa- 
ther is waiting to kill the fatted calf. All 
else may be lost, but home and forgiveness 
and love abide. 


The Feeding of the Five Thousand— 
Abundance 

How munificent Jesus’ compassion was. 
They just must not hunger, and there must 
be no lack. He does not waste anything, 
even his love, but there is always abundance. 
If we could only trust him! If we could 
only believe! 


Peter’s Confession—And Yours 


After all the Christian religion is a very 
personal thing. What is your attitude to 
Jesus? What is the confession you are 
making? In this North America many li- 
quor sympathizers are making their confes- 
sion that prohibition is no good, and they 
are having a telling effect. It is time tem- 
perance people were confessing the facts 
as they see them. 


The Transfiguration—And Yours 


Jesus communing with heaven’s men be- 
comes like them. We become like those with 
whom we fellowship. Some say they can 
live a Christian life without the Church 
as well as within. Peter found it pretty 
hard out with the other crowd, and so will 
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you. If you would be transfigured, live 
close to him and his. 


The Good Samaritan—Your Neighbor 


Whether you are a preacher or a deacon 
or just a common member, there is a work 
for you to do. Your neighbor may live on 
your street, or he may be in the down-town 
or over-river section, or he may be in Japan 
or Porto Rico, but if he needs you he is 
your neighbor. 


The Man Born Blind—Jesus the Light 


How thankful are you for the light? 
Would you help that blind man if you could? 
How thankful are you for Jesus, the light 
of your soul, and of the world? Are you 
seeking to lead the blind of America near 
your own church, or in Haverhill, or Fort 
Apache, or in Asia to light in Jesus? 


The Raising of Lazarus—He Cares fdr You 


He will be your friend in your home, your 
comforter in sorrow, your guide in service, 
and your life in death. 


The Conversion of Zacchaeus—Right-about 
Face 


If you are going in the wrong direction, 
you will never get home unless you right- 
about and head in the opposite direction. 
The further you go as you now are, if 
headed wrong, the further you will ever be 
from God and right and heaven. You know 
which way you are going. 


The Power of Love 


STORY comes from an orphans’ home 

in a mid-western State where a lady 
came, seeking a child to adopt. The ma- 
tron brought out all the pretty, flaxen- 
haired girls in the home. “No,” said the 
lady, “these aren’t what I want. Haven’t 
you any poor, ugly little kiddie whom no 
one else wants?” 

The matron then brought out Mercy 
Goodfaith, a hunchbacked, sick, spiteful, 
and homely child of ten, whose greatest joy 
was teasing the other children and the ma- 
tron. 

Mercy was a trial to the new mother, but 
under the influence of convincing love, her 
character changed, and today she is her- 
self the matron of an orphanage, beloved 
and idolized. Still deformed, and still home- 
ly, there is a love-light in her eye that’s 
making her more beautiful than Venus 
herself.—The Herald and Presbyter. 


Honesty 


HONESTY may be defined as “loyalty to 

truth and reality.” Honesty has to do 
with one’s thinking, speaking, and acting. 
One should be careful to give an honest im- 
pression, to deal honestly. There are four 
parties involved in any transaction: the 
seller, the buyer, the consumer, and God. 
It is often easier to be honest in handling 
money than in handling ideas. “He that 
doeth these things shall never be moved.” 
—Selected. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


The Old Year and the New 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 28, 1924 
Ps. 37:1-5; Phil. 3:12-14 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee cf the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


Make carbon or duplicator copies of the Scripture 
lesson and place one of these in the hands of each 
member of the society in time that they may learn it 
before the meeting. When it comes time for the 
Scripture lesson, ask the whole society to stand and 
reverently repeat these verses in concert, 

Suggest that every member of the society and the 
society as an organization make those first five verses 
of Psalm 37 their motto for the coming year. 

Place a box in the meeting-room one or two weeks 
in advance and ask the members of the society to 
write out a resolution for the New Year that they 
are going to make or a resolution they think the so- 
ciety should make, or both. Place these unsigned in 
the box and at the proper time the leader of the 
meeting or some one appointed by him should read 
these. Ask the vote of the society on the resolu- 
tions submitted for the society, thus making the sug- 
gested resolutions the accepted resolutions of the 
society. 

Follow this with a season of prayer asking that 
God help the society and its members to keep the 
resolutions made. 

The leader might ask for a show of hands as to 
how many made resolutions last year. Then ask them 
to tell the society how they succeeded in keeping 
their resolutions and what it did for them. 


Thoughts on the Theme 

SALM 37:1. “Fret not thyself.” Worry 

and fretting are wasters of energy. 
Waste of energy is sin. How much did you 
sin in this way during the last year? A 
good time to resolve to stop that waste and 
sin during the coming year, and to ask the 
Lord of the unworried mind and spirit to 
help you keep your resolution by filling your 
heart with his spirit of trust. 

Fret and worry never got anyone any- 
where that they could not have arrived at 
much better without; it is lead in the shoes 
of progress; it is a weakener of spiritual 
power; it is a destroyer of soul energy; it 
clips the wings of aspiration; robs a man of 
courage and hope and opens his soul de- 
fenses to the attack of the enemy of his 
spiritual life. 

V. 2. “They shall soon be cut down.” 
Don’t envy Mr. Sinful Prosperous, for all 
the heaven he will ever get he will get in 
this life, and that is very brief at the long- 
est. 

V. 8. Here is the sure and perfect anti- 
dote for fretting, “Trust in the Lord and 
do good.” That is what the writer of that 
good old gospel hymn meant when he wrote, 

“Trust and obey, 
For there’s no other way, 


To be happy in Jesus; 


But to trust and obey.” 
Lt ell 


Trusting and doing good will kill fretting 
as quickly as cyanide of potassium will kill 
a June bug. These two conditions can no 
more abide in the same heart at the same 
time than summer and winter can be in the 
same place at the some time. Are you a 
sufferer from the fret disease? Take your 
medicine, please. Here it is. 

V. 4. “Delight thyself also in the Lord.” 
I am not sure but that one can possibly 
trust in the Lord and not find a great deal 
of joy in it. Frances Ridley Havergal said 


that there was a time in her life when the 
will of God was a sigh; but there came a 
time when the will of God was a_ song. 
Friend Endeavorer, are you going to be a 
sigh truster or a song truster, in God, this 
coming year? 

V. 5. “Commit thy way unto the Lord.” 
Are you entering the New Year like a child 
entering a strange, dark forest, and is your 
mind seeing all kind of strange, wild imag- 
inary fears waiting to pounce upon you, 
and are you sure you will never be able to 
choose the right path from the many that 
are running in all directions, and do you 
just know you will get lost and never be 
able to find the way through? Hear the 
voice of your Heavenly Father saying, 
“Commit thy way unto me, and I will bring 
that way to the place you ought to go. Don’t 
you pick out the way; you just commit it to 
me. I know the way, the sure way, the best 
way. It may be a hard and a thorny way, 
but it will be the best way and the only 
way by which your soul can arrive at its 
place I have destined for it.” 

Phil. 8:12. Looking back over the year 
that has taken its place and borne its record 
into the halls of the eternal past, how im- 
perfectly we have lived it. How we wish 
we might change the record in so many 
places. Sometimes we have written so weak- 
ly that no one could decipher any real mean- 
ing to our life. Sometimes so frivolously 
that our hearts blush in shame as we con- 
template the record. Sometimes we have 
written so slovenly that the record is marred 
and we don’t like to look at it. Some pages 
are wet and blotted with tears; some are 
written black with anger, and malice, and 
unbrotherliness. 

V. 13. “Forgetting those things that are 
behind.” Are the former statements true? 
Well, forget it! It is a fine thing to have a 
memory that is able to forget enough of 
past failures that they do not prove a drag, 
an old man of the sea, on our progress. 
Leave the confessed and pardoned mistakes 
and sins of the past with our God and like 
Paul in the next verse, “Press toward the 
mark for the prize.” There is one for every 
Endeavorer in the year just ahead. 


By Way of Illustration 


There was an ancient custom of putting 
an hourglass into the coffin of the dead to 
signify that their time had run out, a use- 
less notification to them. Better put the 
hourglass into the hand of every living man, 
and show him the grains gliding steadily 
out. Soon all will be gone.—The Expositor. 

“Resolutions are all very well, but per- 
haps by this time you know that resolution 
is better.” The years of experience have 
certainly taught us the tremendous value 
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of resolution. “Let us resolve not to resolve 
anything we have not the resolution to stick 
to,” said a New England paper when refer- 
ring to any resolutions which might be made 
with the coming New Year.—Rev. W. J. 
Hart, D. D 


“Hello, Captain, whither are you bound 
this trip?” “I can’t say for I am sailing 
under sealed orders from the Government. 
I may be bound for Greenland, or the Cape 
of Good Hope; for Alaska, or the Bay of 
Naples. Like the grand old man of faith, 
Abraham, I go out, not knowing whither I 
go. But I am happy to obey orders. We 
men who are under authority are not to 
ask questions, but to obey, believing that to 
do what we are bidden is best for the coun- 
try we love and even for our own personal 
happiness. May we enter this New Year 
with this same spirit of loyalty—Rev. Geo. 
W. Martin. 

The life-giving principle of air is oxygen. 
Leave it out of the air and we could not 
breathe it. Now the oxygen of a happy 
new year is unselfishness.—Selected. 


Paul wrote that if we are in Christ all 
things will become new—our years as well 
as everything else. Christ will make every 
day pure and clean and spotless and brand- 
new. Nothing is old and frayed and worn 
if we live in him.—Selected. 


Do we ever think that we should like to 
explore out-of-the-way regions and have ro- 
mantic adventures? What wonderland is 
so romantic as this great new year upon 
which we are entering? What adventures 
are more interesting than those that we may 
have in it?—~Selected. 


We are standing on the threshold, we are in the 
opened door, 

We are treading on a borderland we have never trod 
before: 

Another year is opening, and another year is gone, 

We have passed the darkness of the night; we are in 
the early morn ; 

We have left the fields behind us o’er which we scat- 

red seed ; 

We pass into the future which none of us can read. 

The ee Say the weeds, the stones, the surface 
mold, 

May yield a partial harvest; we hope for sixtyfold. 

Then hasten to fresh labor, to thresh, and reap, and 


sow, 

Then bid the new year welcome, and let the old 
year go. 

Then gather all your vigor, press forward in the 
gnt, 

And let this be your motto, “For God, and for the 
Right.” 

—Author Unknown. 


For Reading or Recitation 


Each man is Captain of his Soul, 

And each man his own Crew, 

But the Pilot knowns the Unknown Seas, 
And he will bring us through. 


We break new seas today— 
Our eager keels quest unaccustomed waters, 
And, from the vast uncharted waste in front, 
The mystic circles leap 
To greet our prows with mightiest possibilities, 
Bringing us—What? 

Dread shoals and shifting banks? 

And calms and storms? 

And clouds and. biting gales? 

And wreck and loss? 

And valiant fighting-times? 
And—maybe, death! And so, the Larger Life! 


For should the Pilot deem it best 
To cut the voyage short, 
He sees beyond the skyline, and 
He'll bring us into Port! 
—John Oxenham. 


For Discussion 


Name some helpful lesson the old year has taught 
you. (Give to several.) 

How may the failures of the old year help us? 
Hinder us? 

How may the successes of the old year hinder 
us? Help us? 

How may our society do better in the new year 
than in the oki? 

Name two things we must take into the new year 
with us if we are to have a truly happy new year. 
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Communications 


Home-Coming. at Lima 


A real outstanding day in the life of the 
First Christian Church, Lima, Ohio, was 
Sunday, November 30, 1924. It was Home- 
coming Day, and with a child’s love for 
home, the children of the church that had 
been scattered abroad turned their faces 
homeward, with hearts throbbing with joy 
and expectation. 

Rev. Lovell D. Hammond, the young and 
popular pastor, had prepared the home folks 
for the coming of their friends, and pro- 
vided an appealing program of service for 
the day. It is quite remarkable that 
of the six ex-pastors, only one has 
been called to his reward. The church 

“was organized in 1902. Rev. G. B. 

Garner, D. D., was pastor from February 
2, 1902, to September 30, 1905; Rev. S. S. 
Newhouse from October 1, 1905, to Septem- 
ber 30, 1909; Rev. John S. Halfaker from 
October 1, 1909, to September 30, 1912; Rev. 
Ernest D. Gilbert from December 1, 1912, 
to October 30, 1915; Rev. W. J. Young from 
April 1, 1916, to August 30, 1917; Rev. E. 
A. Watkins, D. D., from February 1, 1918, 
to April 1, 1923; Rev. L. D. Hammond be- 
gan his work November 1, 1923. Two of the 
ex-pastors, Rev, G. B. Garner and Rev. E. 
D. Gilbert, attended the service, and it was 
a real delight to see the whole-hearted way 
in which the present pastor received them, 
and joined with their old-time friends in 
according to them a most cordial welcome to 
the blessings and fellowship of the day. 

Rev. Mr. Gilbert brought the message 
of the morning, discussing “Human Values,” 
and to say that it was a real message is 
but to announce with full confidence the 
unanimous judgment and appreciation of 
the large audience. Dr. Garner led the 
prayer at the morning hour of worship. 
Several letters and telegrams were read 
from persons who could not be present but 
who greatly desired to be. At the close of 
the sermon Rev. Walter Klinger sang, as 
only he can sing, a wonderful solo in a won- 
derful way, and the pastor, sensing the 
value and influence of the song, gave an in- 
vitation without further singing, and in 
the holy hush of the sanctuary, on that sa- 
cred Sabbath Day, four persons walked 
down the aisle and consecrated their lives 
to Jesus Christ. 


At the afternoon service. it was the priv- 
ilege of the writer to preach and to con- 
duct an ordination service, at which time 
the following-named persons were ordained 
to the office of deacon: Carl Algire, Alon- 
zo Briggs, Ora A. Cook, George E. Dumm, 

‘Edmund A. Honert, George Nungester, Guy 
Rapp, and Benj. F. Weaver. Rev. Dr. Gar- 
ner offered the ordaining prayer, and the 
hand of fellowship was formally given by 
the pastor and the previously ordained dea- 
cons. 

The evening hour was devoted to music 
alone, and, while the writer could not re- 
main for the service, he feels perfectly safe 
in saying that the audience filled the house, 
and the music filled the hearts, and God 
was honored by all that was done. 

Among the many striking items of the 
day, none stood out more in the mind of the 
writer than the statement on the program 
which reads: 

“The purpose of this Home-coming serv- 
ice is to bring together the entire member- 

‘ ship of the church, to welcome old friends 
from afar, to greet those who have no place 
to worship, to commend our church to those 
of our community who have made no deci- 
sion as to their church home, and to encour- 
age the presence of those who may have 


grown indifferent about their church at- 
tendance. 

“While we are all assembled, the outcome 
of it will be to become united or re-united in 
a larger way in the forward Christian move- 
ment, and if every member of this church 
will become vitally interested in our part of 
the movement which is now spreading over 
the land, between now and Easter, we shall 
enjoy witnessing miracles.” 

J. F. BURNETT. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


Near East Relief Dinner at Atlanta 


In connection with the meeting of the 
Federal Council held at Atlanta, the Near 
East Relief invited a small group represent- 
ing the various denominational groups to 
dinner at the Hotel Piedmont. The writer, 
as Foreign Mission Secretary, represented 
the Christian Church. Mr. Chas. V. Vickrey, 
Secretary of Near East Relief, and his as- 
sistants, Rev. John R. Voris and Rev. Clyde 
Armitage, acted as hosts. In addition to 
mission secretaries and other church offi- 
cials, there were present Hon. W. J. Bry- 
an, Chief of Chaplains Scott of the U. S 
Navy, Chief of Chaplains Axton of the U. 
S. Army, and Dr. Goodrich of the American 
Church in France. Informal addresses by 
a number present stressed the importance of 
full co-operation on the part of Christian 
America in the gigantic plan of Near East 
Relief, not only to save from starvation 
thousands of refugee children, but actually 
to train them to become useful Christian 
men and women. 

The following endorsement of the work of 
the Near East Relief was made by the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches: 

“The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America rejoices in the providence 
that enables America to do a worthy work 
of relief and reconstruction in the Bible 
Lands. 

“Saving and training the orphans for self- 
support, under the agency of Near East 
Relief, is a notable Christian service, and 
it has also been instrumental in opening 
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new missionary opportunity, in developing 
new co-operation between Eastern and 
Western Christianity, and in assisting inter- 
denominational co-operation in this country. 

“Our study convinces us that it will likely 
be necessary for the work to proceed through 
the coming quadrennium on approximately 
the plans of the Executive Committee of 
Near East Relief, and we therefore approve 
continued support by the churches in its 
provisional plans. 

“We heartily endorse the idea of Inter- 
national Golden Rule Observance in behalf 
of Near East Relief, not only because of the 
beneficial results to Near East wards of 
America, but also because of its larger re- 
sults in interpreting and developing inter- 
national good will and world peace, and we 
urge churches throughout the world to join 
in the International Observance of the Gold- 
en Rule.” 

W. P. MINTON. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


Fellowship in the Miami Ohio 


The churches of the Miami Ohio Chris- 
tian Conference are grouped closer together 
than the churches in many of our confer- 
ences. This gives the ministers of this con- 
ference a fellowship that others do not en- 
joy. Taking advantage of this, they have 
for several years had a Good Fellowship 
and Study Club. Special plans are in oper- 
ation this year, the work being outlined 
for the entire year. The club meets one day 
each month for a morning and afternoon 
session. The morning session consists of a 
devotional period, a Bible study, and a book 
review. The books reviewed are on timely 
topics and are very helpful for the minister 
in his church problems. The afternoon ses- 
sion includes a sermon by one of the men 
delivered for criticism and constructive ad- 
vice from his fellow-members. The pro- 
gram is closed by an address on some prac- 
tical problem confronting the churches. 
Time is given for discussion at the close of 
each part of the program. Perhaps the 
most helpful feature is a circulating library. 
Each member is asked to read at least one 
book a month, but many read two. 


E. H. RAINEY. 
Franklin, Ohio. 


Teddy Gathers Chestnuts 


A Story s 4y 
BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 


H! Oh! Oh! Where did they all come 
QO from? Did you plant them or did they 
grow themselves? I never saw so 
many in my life. Just look at them! Why, 
Grandpa! There must be acres of them.” 
Teddy Bear had come over to Grandpa 
Bear’s farm by special invitation to gather 
chestnuts from the big pasture near the aak 
swamp. It was actually a big grove of 
chestnut trees, some hundreds of them and 
they were just loaded with the burry fruit. 
Jack Frost had nipped hard for the last 
two or three nights and this particular Sat- 
urday morning a strong breeze of wind was 
shaking rather furiously the limbs while 
the constant patter of the falling nuts gave 
one the impression that it was actually rain- 
ing. Teddy had started in to gather the 
nuts, stopping now and then to sample of 
the fat, juicy ones. At the same time he 
was questioning his Grandpa how it ever 


happened that so many chestnut trees 
chanced to grow in such an area. 

“It’s rather a long story,” said Grandpa, 
“but as soon as you fill your bags we’ll sit 
down under that big tree and eat these sand- 
wiches and I’ll narrate the happenings as I 
recall them.” 

A story from Grandpa about his own life 
was always a thrilling affair, and Teddy felt 
sure that this one must be something out 
of the ordinary. Spurred on by the rapidly 
filling basket, for the chestnuts seemed to 
be everywhere, together with the promised 
story and an appetite that was growing 
keener with the frosty air and the gather- 
ing of the nuts, Teddy certainly hustled to 
fill the bags he had brought with him. 

Grandpa had brought two or three extra 
for he was quite positive that the picking 
would be easy and that an extra bushel or 
two of chestnuts would not go amiss when 
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the bears were stored away in their winter 
homes. 

It was but a wee bit after eleven when 
Teddy discovered that every bag was full to 
the brim and both baskets were just heap- 
ing with the toothsome delicacies. Grandpa 
had brought down his big pushcart and up- 
on this they loaded the bags and baskets, 
and then, basking in the sun behind a big 
ledge of rocks and out of the strong breeze, 
they sat down to eat the lunch which Grand- 
pa had thoughtfully brought along and to 
listen to the story as well. 

They built a little fire to make some berry 
coffee, and while they were resting and eat- 
ing Grandpa Bear told the incident of his 
boyhood days. 

It seemed that when he was a boy that the 
chestnut trees in that part of the forest 
were very few and far apart. In fact, 
scarcely if ever were they able to find any 
chestnuts in Pine Tree Forest or very near 
there. Above the wood road about five miles 
away there were a few scattered chestnut 
trees and these usually bore some nuts. The 
wood people who were sharp enough to get 
there first after a good hard frost and were 
willing to club the branches were pretty 
sure of getting a good harvest. 

One late October afternoon the wind 
hauled into the northeast and the clouds 
melted away in the early afternoon. Jimmy 
Fox chanced to come along by Grandpa’s 
house and said, “There’s going to be a hard 
frost tonight with the wind this way and 
the full of the moon. The chestnuts are 
just as thick as they can be over on the 
wood road. I was there the other day and 
the trees seemed almost loaded. The fel- 
lows who get there early tomorrow morn- 
ing will certainly fill their bags without fail. 
What do you say that we start about four 
o’clock, as it will be moonlight and we can 
see to gather just as soon as the dawn 
comes? I’ll take my long swing rope and 
we can throw that over the branches and 
shake down the nuts.” 

Grandpa asked his parents and, while 
they were not partial to the company of 
Jimmy, they made no remonstrance to the 
plans. 

It was barely four by the clock the next 
morning when Jimmy whistled for Grand- 
pa. He thought he would have to wait for 
him to get out of bed, but he was up ready 
with lunch, bags, and basket. 

The full moon in the west made it Icok 
like day and the face of the little oriental 
maiden was so clearly outlined that it 
seemed as if she must be really living there. 

The frost was everywhere and the branch- 
es snapped and the leaves crunched beneath 
their feet as they trudged along. There was 
quite a skimming of ice on the small ponds 
and with the generous painting of Jack 
Frost everything looked a bit of winter. 

They reached the grove just before the 
first streaks of dawn. Other boys of the 
forest had been as thoughtful as they had 
been, for down a little farther they could 
hear the voices of the boys as they were 
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shaking the trees and gathering the nuts 
which fell. 


Jimmy knew which trees had the most on 
them and went straight for these. He threw 
his long swing rope high up among the 
branches and over a limb. Catching the 
two ends together the boys pulled and 
pulled and the tree rocked as if a hurricane 
were blowing. The nuts, with the hard frost 
of the night before and the violent rocking 
of the tree, felt as if they were between two 
great armies. They had no alternative but 
to come out of their burry homes and fall 
among the leaves on the ground. 


Jimmy and Grandpa were not long in fill- 
ing their bags and they had about all they 
could carry. Then they made a sort of car- 
rier by cutting down two short walnut trees 
and tying some shorter pieces across. Upon 
these they laid their morning’s toil and then, 
seizing the sticks as they had seen their fa- 
thers carry hay, they started back home. 
When they came to the brook they sat down 
to eat their lunch. Building a fire and 


QM" 
The Town of Don’t-You-Worry 


IHERE’S a town called Don’t-You-Worry 
On the banks of River Smile, 

Where the Cheer-up and Be-happy 
Blossom sweetly all the while; 

Where the Never-grumble flower 
Blooms beside the fragrant Try, 

And the Never-give-up and Patience 
Point their faces to the sky. 


In the valley of Contentment 
In the province of I-will, 
Yowll find this lovely city 
At the foot of No-fret hill; 
There are thoroughfares delightful 
In this very charming town, 
And on every hand are shade trees 
Famed and Never-down. 


Rustic benches, quite entrancing, 

Yow’ll find scattered here and there, 
And to each a vine is clinging, 

Called the Frequent-earnest-prayer. 
Everybody here is happy, 

And is singing all the while. 
In the town of Don’t-You-Worry 

On the banks of River Smile. 

—The Ladies’ Home Journal. 
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gathering some of the wintergreen berries 
which they found in abundance, they soon 
had a refreshing hot drink. 

After breakfast the boys again picked up 
their burden and started for home. Those 
five miles looked like twenty, but they were 
glad to have the chestnuts and so went 
whistling on their way. 

When they were opposite Old Aunty Cin- 
namon’s (everybody called her by that name 
although she was really aunt to none of 
the wood people) Grandpa suggested that 
they give some of their nuts to her as she 
would not be able to get any herself. 

Very snappy and surly Jimmy barked out, 
“You can give her all you want to. If you 
think I’m going to trudge five miles to give 
away these chestnuts you have another 
‘think’ coming to you.” With that he seized 
his bags and started off alone. 
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Grandpa filled his blouse with as many 
chestnuts as he could crowd into it and, 
following the little wood path, soon came to 
Aunty Cinnamon’s little home among the 
pine trees. 

She had just finished her breakfast and 
was delighted to see Grandpa, as very few 
people ever seemed to go by her door. She 
did not want to take his gift at first, but 
Grandpa assured her that he had more than 
he could use and really more than he wanted 
to carry home. 

Coming back he noticed that his pack was 
considerably lighter and he was more than 
glad that he had stopped to remember his 
aged friend. A mile farther down the road 
lived two large coons. When they were lit- 
tle bits of fellows a strong wind blew down 
the tree in which they were living and they 
were both seriously injured. They recov- 
ered, but were never able to get around to 
a good advantage, and so life had been a 
hard struggle for them. 

Dropping his bag again, he emptied out 
half of one of them on the ground and, tak- 
ing the remaining half, he started across 
lots for the home of Billy.and Artie Coon. 
Were they not glad to have those chestnuts! 
They had not had any since their mother 
was shot some five years ago. 


Grandpa hastened back, for the forenoon 
was wearing rapidly away. Picking up the 
chestnuts he had emptied in a heap, he felt 
that his load was almost nothing at all now. 

He was within a mile of home when he 
recalled that just across the little brook and 
over the hill was old Granny Bear, as she 
was known by the wood people. He must 
not forget her, for more than likely Granny 
had barely enough to carry her through the 
winter, to say nothing about delicacies. 
Finding a fallen tree across the brook, he 
carefully climbed over its trunk and started 
for Granny’s. 

She gave him a good, hard bear hug, so 
delighted she was to see him. As for the 
chestnuts she told him that she used to go 
when she was young where he had found his 
that morning, but that it was many a year 
since she had tasted any. 

Grandpa emptied his bag into the basket 
she brought out and gave her his last nut. 
She remonstrated, but Grandpa insisted, 
telling her he could get plenty more the next 
Saturday. 

After he had left he wondered whether or 
not he had cheated himself in making the 
long trudge and not having a single chest- 
nut to carry home. He thought, however, 
of the wood people who were to get the nuts 
and told himself that he could get all he 
could eat some other time. 

Granny had told him a nearer way to go 
home than he purposed and, being some- 
what tired and wishing to get back for din- 
ner, he took the shorter route. Scarcely 
had he traveled more than a quarter mile 
when he noted how many grey squirrels he 
met. They acted awfully suspicious of 
Grandpa. It was new country to him and 

(Continued on page eighteen) 
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The Children 


Giving Thanks 
I always like to be polite— 
I think all people should— 
And so before I take a bite 
I thank God for my food. 
He made the wheat to grow in sun; 
The miller ground it fine; 
My mother baked the fluffy bun; 
They worked that I might dine. 


I like to ask a blessing, too, 
Before I play with toys, 

And thank the men I never knew 
Who make them for us boys. 
But I like best my thanks to show 

By some good useful deed, 
To pay a part of all I owe 
By helping those in need. 
—Exchange. 


Willie’s Essay on Cats 


ATS that’s made for little bovs to maul 

and tease is called “Maltease” cats. 
Some cats is known by their quiet purrs, 
and these is called “Pursian” cats. Cats with 
very bad tempers is called “Angorie” cats. 
Cats with deep feelins is called “Feline” 
cats.—Selected. 


Annie’s Discovery 
ESTHER Long is just the luckiest girl I 
know. She gets everything she wants— 
dolls, toys, and lovely clothes—and now she 
has a fine new doll’s house. I never seen 
to have anything.” 

Annie’s face was wrinkled all up in a 
frown. 

“Annie, are you nearly ready?” called 
mother. “It’s almost school-time, and you 
will be late. I see Esther has driven past.” 

“That’s it,’ grumbled Annie. “Esther 
drives to school and I have to walk. ’Tisn’t 
fair one bit.” 

Annie was all out of breath when she 
reached school, almost late; and more than 
one person stopped to look after her rosy 
face and brown curls as she ran. 

“Let’s make a snowman,” suggested one 
of the girls, after school. 

Annie was busy with the rest, rolling up 
huge snowballs and patting the snow man 
into shape, when a gentle little voice asked, 
“Won’t you drive home with me?” and, 
turning, Annie saw Esther, who had been 
standing apart, watching the fun. 

“Oh, may I? Won’t that be jolly! But 
why don’t you help us make Mr. Snow- 
man,” she asked in surprise. 

Esther’s serious little face flushed. “I 
mustn’t,” she said. “The doctor says I am 
not to play in the snow. Oh, I wish that I 
could run about and play like you!” 

“Like me! Why, of course I can run and 
play in the snow as much as I like—but 
you have everything you want, and surely 
you must be happy.” 

Just then the pretty little pony-cart came 
along, and the coachman tucked the two 
children in. 

“Oh, isn’t it lovely?” exclaimed Annie, as 
the pony dashed off. 

“Yes, it’s nice; but one gets tired of driv- 
ing always, and it’s no fun playing alone. 


-Won’t you come in some day and see my 


doll’s house?” 

“T’d love to,” answered Annie, eagerly, 
as she was put down at her own gate. 

She went into the house thinking of the 
many hard things poor, delicate little 
Esther Long had to bear that she knew 
nothing about. 

“I never thought anyone would envy 
me,” she said to herself—The Messenger 
for the Children. 


A Child’s Evening Prayer 


Kneeling here beside my bed, 
I am praying, Lord, to thee. 

Help me, Father, to become 
All a little child should be. 


Show me how to do the right, 
How to keep from all that’s wrong; 
Give me sweet and loving thoughts, 
In my heart a “Thank You” song. 


Now the happy day is gone, 

When I laughed, and helped, and played, 
Through the darkness of the night, 

Teach me not to be afraid. 


—Lena B. Ellingwood. 


How Bopeep Was Cured 

A DREADFUL thing had happened to In- 

abel. Her dearest doll, Bopeep, which 
had been given to her three Christmases 
before, had been found in the garden terri- 
bly chewed.  Bopeep’s kid body showed 
prints of the sharp white teeth of Bingo, 
the terrier pup, who treated everything he 
found as a new bone to chew. When Inabel 
found her, she had lost one of her brown 
glass eyes, a leg, her left arm, and two fin- 
gers from her right hand. Her scalp was 
torn almost off, and her brown hair was 
tousled and matted with dirt. Her shep- 
herdess dress was in rags, and a big hole 
had been ripped in her kid back, from which 
the sawdust was leaking. To complete the 
ruin, it had rained during the night, and the 
rain had washed most of the color from her 
cheeks, neck, and hand. 

“Never mind, Inabel,” said mamma con- 
solingly. “Christmas is coming, and Santa 
Claus probably will bring you another dol- 
ly as nice as Bopeep.” 

“T don’t want another dolly; I want Bo- 
peep!” sobbed Inabel. 

Mamma ‘then suggested that she hunt for 
another shepherdess doll exactly like Bo- 
peep, but Inabel would not hear of this. She 
said no new Bopeep could possibly take the 
place of her old Bopeep. 

One day mamma read a letter from Ina- 
bel’s Aunt Leta, who lived away off in the 
big city, and who wrote that there was a 
real doll hospital in the city, where Bopeep 
could be mended. Inabel was sure that the 
hospital people could never mend the shep- 
herdess doll and make her what she was be- 
fore the accident, but Aunt Leta declared 
they could. So when mamma and Inabel 
went to the city to visit Aunt Leta a few 
weeks later they took Bopeep along. 

Soon after their arrival Aunt Leta took 
them on a long street-car ride to the hos- 


pital, which was a big shop with a show 
window full of dolls and other toys. Inside 
there was a showcase full of broken and 
mended dolls. A sweet-faced, white-haired 
lady smiled at Inabel and, examining Bo- 
peep, explained how she would cure the lit- 
tle cripple. 

“We'll stuff her again with sawdust and 
sew her up tight,” she said. “Then we'll 
give her a bath in cleaning fluid, for she’s 
terribly dirty. We'll scrub her hair well 
with soap and water, and curl it again on 
kid curlers and fasten her scalp on with 
glue. We’ll fasten on a new leg and a new 
arm with wire, and we'll make her two new 
fingers” — 

“Can you really give her new fingers?” 
Inabel was round-eyed with amazement. 

“Of course,” smiled the lady. . “Lumps of 
white plaster molded into shape make fine 
fingers, and when they harden we paint them 
flesh color like the rest of the hand.” 

Then she went into the back room where 
her “doctors” were at work and brought 
back a kewpie doll whose head had been 
broken off and plastered on again so neatly 
that you couldn’t tell where the break had 
been. The kewpie had also lost an ear and 
part of a nose, which the “doctors” had re- 
stored with plaster. Marvelous, too, was 
the work they had done on a big French dol] 
that had come in with some teeth and toes 
missing and an eye out; yet new parts took 
the place of the old, and you couldn’t tell 
the difference. 

Next the white-haired lady showed Inabel 
a group of dolls that had traveled theu- 
sands of miles to be cured at the doll hos- 
pital. One had come even from South 
America. Some of the dolls had been in 
certain families a hundred years or more 
and had been played with by some little 
girl’s great-grandmother, her grandmother, 
and her mother when they were little girls. 
Two of them belonged to famous ladies who 
had played with them in their childhood. All 
these old dolls wore queer, faded clothes, 
and some had their hair and features paint- 
ed on cloth. 

When Inabel tired of looking at the dolls, 
she turned her attention to the broken an- 
imals and games, for the hospital doctors 
mended them also. She saw a_ broken 
Humpty-Dumpty game that had come all the 
way across the continent to be mended, also 
a large Noah’s ark, containing trunkless ele- 
phants, tailless monkeys, and camels with 
their humps chipped off. 


_A week later Inabel returned to the hos- 
pital to get Bopeep. Such a clean, beauti- 
ful Bopeep it was, with a new brown eye 
exactly like the old, her faded complexion 
repainted, and her kid body plump with saw- 
dust stuffing! Mamma had a new shepherd- 
ess dress, and Aunt Leta a pair of black 
slippers and stockings for the darling. 

Inabel hugged her favorite close and 
thanked the hospital lady, saying gravely: 
“T like the doctors of this hospital. Why, I 
believe they could cure a doll that was per- 
fectly dead.”—Zoe Hartman, in The Conti- 
nent. 
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Teddy Gathers Chestnuts 


(Continued from page sixteen) 


over a path that very few of the wood peo- 
ple ever had occasion to travel. 

As he came out to a little clearing, to his 
surprise he found a small grove of four or 
five chestnut trees and heard the squirrels 
scolding each other. Stepping under the 
trees he found them loaded even more than 
those of the early morning. He tossed up 
two or three sticks at the limbs and the 
chestnuts came tumbling down in showers. 

How thick they were! In less than fifteen 
minutes he had filled his bags so full that 
he had all that he could possibly carry. It 
was less than a half mile from his home 
and, taking what he could, he hurried on. 

His papa had come home to dinner and 
was not going to work that afternoon. After 
the feast of roasted chestnuts and some ber- 
ry coffee, Grandpa and his daddy started 
for the little grove he had found just before 
coming home. Taking a long line with them 
to throw over the limbs of the trees, they 
soon found the spot which Grandpa had un- 
wittingly discovered only a few hours be- 
fore. Daddy threw the rope over the limbs 
and would give the trees a good shaking. 
The way those chestnuts came down made 
one think of a heavy storm of hail. It was 
only a little while before they found that 
they had all their bags filled again. 

Making another pole carrier, they loaded 
the bags across the poles. Several times 
they had to sit down and rest even in the 
half mile. Three trips they made that af- 
ternoon and brought back each time all that 
they could possibly carry. 

Grandpa sold what nuts they did not care 
to keep for themselves and bought a brand 
new fur coat for himself and a monster one 
for his daddy for Christmas. 


“But what about these trees here?” said | 


Teddy who had been carried away with the 
events so far. 

Grandpa continued his story and told how 
Jimmy Fox lost his way after he started 
off in such a huffy manner, not willing to 
share any of his nuts with the wood people. 
He had meandered around, lost his way un- 
til dark overtook him, put his chestnuts 
down where he thought he could find them, 
but forgot where the place really was and 
did not get home until the next morning 
without a single nut. 

He was exhausted, tramping around all 
that time without anything to eat. Then 
fear of being lost drove him into a fever 
and it was some days before he could give 
any intelligent account of where he had been 
or tramped. 

A heavy downpour of rain had come in 
the mean time and when they found the 
supposed place where he had left his chest- 
nuts all that they eould recover was some 
well chewed bags which probably the squir- 
rels had gnawed to get at the nuts. The 
swollen waters had washed the remaining 
ones farther down the stream. 

Two years later this pasture land, over 
which the waters flow when there is a heavy 
rain, was literally covered with small chest- 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


nut trees and we have always supposed that 
these trees came from the chestnvis which 
Jimmy gathered that October morning a 
good many years ago. 
* ~ a 

If you will look in your Bibles you will 
find that the wisest of men said that the 
liberal soul shall wax fat and there is also 
that which withholdeth more than is meet 
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which tendeth toward poverty. The Master 
of men told us that if we gave, it should be 
given unto us and with what measure we 
mete it shall be measured unto us again. 
The apostle Paul tells us that if we sow 
sparingly we shall reap sparingly, and if 
we sow bountifully we shall also reap 
bountifully. 
Pottersville, Massachusetts. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS CONFER- 
ENCE 


December 5—The conference committee 
for Young People’s Rallies for 1924-1925 
met November 10 at the Franklin Street 
Church, Fall River, to consider and plan the 
program for such meetings. Mr. Clem re- 
mained to speak only informally, suggesting 
aim and general type of these gatherings. 
The committee includes Rev. A. L. Schon- 
ing, Rev. E. J. Bodman, Rev. Uel Anderson, 
Miss Grace Moore, and Miss Mary Arnold, 
secretary. It was agreed to hold three 
group meetings spaced quarterly with re- 
gard to the annual conference session. The 
addresses are to be short, the work insti- 
tutional, covering missions and young peo- 
ple’s work. The ministers of the conference 








No Substitute 


WZ have substitutes for butter, 
We have substitutes for lard; 
To invent some cheaper fuel 

We have long been trying hard. 


We have substitutes for coffee, 
And substitutes for eggs, 

And a substitute the auto is 
For poor old Dobbin’s legs. 


There is imitation leather 

On our couches and our chairs; 
Imitation drug-store blushes 

On her cheeks the flapper wears. 


There’s the artificial fir tree 
And the artificial wreath; 

There are wigs when scant the tresses, 
There are imitation teeth. 


But with all our cute contrivings, 
Our near-wool and silkateen; 

For the stuff success is made of, 
There’s no substitute, I ween. 


Does your talent run to sonnets 
Or to carpentry—don’t shirk; 
There’s no substitute discovered 
To replace good old Hard Work. 
—Maul Frazer Jackson, in 
Herald and Presbyter. 
& } 




















are to be informed and are expected to be 
present. The first rally will be held at 
Westerly, Rhode Island, on Sunday, Decem- 
ber 14, from four until seven p. m., and all 
those within reasonable access of Fall River 
or Providence will co-operate to attend, 
making the trip by automobile. The dates 
in March and May are still open. The 
places to be considered are the smaller dis- 
tricts in the vicinity of New Bedford.— 
M. W. ARNOLD, Secretary. 


Fall River—At a meeting of the North 
Christian Church School, at which the su- 
perintendent and teachers were asked not to 
participate, a motion was made that the 


school express to the superintendent and 
teachers their appreciation for the excellent 
work now being done by them and ask their 
acceptance of “The Journal of Christian Ed- 
ucation” for one year, the subscriptions to 
be paid from the treasury of the School. 
The School is doing excellent work and a 
teacher-training class has been organized.— 
M. E. BoDMAN, Secretary. 


West Mansfield—The services at the First 
Christian Church on Sunday, November 30, 
were full of interest and great enthusiasm 
was shown by old and young. The occasion 
being “Budget Sunday,” every Protestant 
family had been visited during the preceding 
week and had received a personal invita- 
tion to come to church. At the morning 
service our pastor, Rev. Guy T. Walters, 
gave a reading, “How Huldy Converted the 
Deacon.” He then made an earnest appeal 
for the support of the church in order to 
make the community a better place in which 
to live, and a safe place for the boys and 
girls to grow up. After this a group of 
Junior boys and girls demonstrated a busi- 
ness meeting at which the items of the bud- 
get were written on the board and discussed. 
The meeting voted unanimously to adopt 
the budget. Pledges were made and $878.80 
was received. The church is greatly in- 
debted to the Home Mission Board for one 
hundred dollars for the year 1925. It was 
a source of encouragement to the people. 
In the evening Rev. E. J. Bodman, of Fall 
River congratulated the church upon the 
splendid results; and urged the people to 
assist the conference in its work for the 
Home for Aged Ministers, the Kingdom Ex- 
tension Week, and several other items of 
interest. Following the address a pageant, 
“From Self to Service,” was beautifully 
given by a number of young people.—Mkrs. 
E. A. RICHMOND, Church Clerk. 


Swansea—There has been a goodly inter- 
est in the series of home devotional meet- 
ings, held once a month in different sections 
of the town. The young people’s society, 
M. U. F. Club, meets bi-monthly at the 
homes of the members. Their motto, “Ser- 
vice,” has been well exemplified in the work 
which they have been doing for almost a 
year.—L. B. SMITH. 


Rice City—An enthusiastic group of peo- 
ple met at the Rice City church on the even- 
ing of December 1 for the annual church 
“get-to-gether.” They all sat down to a 
generous supper and then after a social 
time listened to addresses. Rev. E. J. Bod- 
man of Fall River, Massachusetts, spoke 
upon some of the denominational work, es- 
pecially the support of the Aged Ministers’ 
Home at Lakemont, New York. Then he 


closed by appealing to all “to give the world. 


the best” and assuring that “the best would 
come back” in return. A duet was render- 
ed by Mr. and Mrs. B. S. Dunbar. Then 
Dr. Clarence M. Gallup, of Providence, 
spoke upon the church, the community, and 
individual in their inter-relations and effects 
one upon the other. Rev. Mr. Filner, the 
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pastor, acted as toastmaster. The supper 
was under the charge of Mrs. Arthur John- 


. son and the spiritual committee, assisted 


by some of the young people of the church. 
—RICE City Correspondent. 
E. J. BopMAN, Field Secretary. 


INDIANA 


Norman Station, December 7—Revival in- 
terest is growing at Liberty Christian 
Church near Norman Station, Indiana. 
Evangelist P. W. Hunsinger, of Greentown, 
Indiana, with his aid, Brother D. E. John- 
son, have experienced a steady growth of 
interest and attendance throughout the two 
weeks. Evangelist Hunsinger spoke Sun- 
day night, November 30, to a large audi- 
ence on the subject, “Let not the Line Mark 
Be Changed.” The evangelist declared that 
all conviction comes through the Holy Spir- 
it and not through any human agency. An 
addition of four members was _ recorded. 
During the second week there were eight 
added to the church. A majority of the 
converts were in their teens and twenties. 
Brother Hunsinger’s time is open for future 
dates.—MAcK Dopps, Clerk. 


Lebanan, December 9—We began our 
meeting at Mt. Olivet, Central Conference, 
November 26, and closed December 7, with 
a fine interest, good attendance, and ten 
additions. Four had joined before our re- 
vival, making fourteen in all. This is the 
fourth time I have preached for those peo- 
ple. Had a nice meeting at Youngs Creek, 
with eirht additions.—D. O. Coy. 


Advane, December 8—Rev. W. H. Zenor, 
assisted by Rev. Raymond Wiggins, closed a 
very fine revival service of two weeks with 
the Manson Church. The interest was un- 
usually good. Folks enjoyed the meeting. 
Two consecrations were the visible results. 
The closing evening was given over to the 
women who rendered a Thank-offering pro- 
gram and gathered an offering of approxi- 
mately fifty dollars for that purpose. Rev. 
E. C. Geeding closed a two weeks’ revival 
with the Old Union Church in which a most 
excellent spirit prevailed throughout. The 
attendance was‘ quite above the average. 
The pastor was ably assisted by Armond 
Akers, of Lebanon, who conducted the song 
services. One addition to the church and a 
spiritual strengthening of the membership 
resulted.— CARRIE BEAVER, Conference Cor- 
respondent. 


South Whitley, December 5—A fine reviv- 
al has just closed at the Boonville Church, 
Eel River Conference. The revival was 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. A. P. Hurst, 
of Elkhart, assisted by Rev. J. J. Beisiegel, 
who led the song services. Brother Hurst, 
although getting old in years, is young in 
spirit, and is still blessed with a strong voice 
and body, and of course, Brother Beisiegel 
is just bubbling over with zeal for the Lord. 
Altogether we had a fine meeting. A fine 
spirit of co-operation was shown by the 
neighboring churches. Brother Cox of the 
Eel River Church, was there several nights, 
as he said, to help. There were twenty-five 
conversions, mostly children ranging in age 
from seven to sixteen years. Thus the 
Church of tomorrow is being brought into 
the Kingdom. Well do I remember when 
Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, a former pastor, 
gave his farewell address to the church. He 
said, “Nothing could ever please me more 
than to hear either by The Herald of Gos- 
pel Liberty or by personal letter, that some 
of the children of this church had decided 
to do some definite Christian life work.” 
Who can foretell the work that these young 
lives may do? One feature of the meeting 
was the children’s orchestra which played 
every night during the meeting, and surely 
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added much to the meeting. During the re- 
vival every member of the orchestra came 
out and gave their hearts to God and joined 
the church. Thus the work goes on.—A 
MEMBER. 


Winona Lake, December 5—Our work at 
Greentown and Majenica moves along quite 
well. At Greentown we just recently re- 
ceived our printed “Constitution and By- 
laws” of the church. It is in a little booklet 
form and presents a nice appearance. Our 
missionary society put on the Thank-offering 
program the night of the fifth Sunday in 
November. A little playlet, “Tithes and Of- 
ferings,” was given. A goodly number were 
present and a fine offering was received. 
The woman’s board of missions of the 
Northwestern Christian Conference mets 
today at Burrows Christian Church. Miss 
Stacy is to be the main speaker. Our Green- 
town Church has some part in the program. 
At Majenica we are very much handicapped 
just now on account of scarlet fever, all the 
churches and schools being quarantined for 
three weeks or more. The quarantine has 
been lifted and we had regular services 
again two weeks ago. Our missionary so- 
ciety is doing fine work and we trust our 
Sunday-school may again be up in interest 
and numbers since the scarlet fever is over. 
Our young people from both churches had 
planned a “musical” to be given at Green- 
town Church, but the plan failed on account 
of scarlet fever. They plan to give it at 
a later date. We are planning Christmas 





programs at both churches. The writer had 
the privilege of assisting Rev. A. P. Hurst 
in a few days’ revival at his Boonville 
Church near Winona Lake. A good interest 
and spirit prevailed and twenty-five, on con- 
fession of faith, accepted Christ and united 
with the church. A Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety was also organized. Brother Hurst is 
a very capable minister with long, rich, ripe 
experience, and his Boonville Church is 
justly proud of him. A spirit of co-opera- 
tion prevails. Will begin Greentown revival 
December 29. Pray for our work.—J. J. 
BEISIEGEL. 


Warren, December 6—The morning of 
November 9 two department secretaries 
were installed in our Bible School, and re- 
cently two classrooms were made to ac- 
commodate the demand for additional class 
rooms. Following the Bible School period 
three deacons were ordained in connection 
with the morning preaching service. Our 
pastor preached an appropriate sermon, 
and we used the order of service prepared 
by Dr. Burnett in ordaining our deacons. 
This service is very impressive, and the 
congregation felt that it added greatly to 
the sacredness of this service. We wish to 
express our gratitude to Dr. Burnett for 
the use of this beautiful service. At the 
evening service one new member was re- 
ceived by transfer. A union Thanksgiving 
service, including all of the churches of 
Warren, in which most of the ministers 
participated, was held in the Christian 
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Church Thanksgiving night. A chorus choir 
composed of members of the various choirs 
rendered two anthems, and led the large con- 
gregation in singing. The special committee 
having charge of the singing were, Mrs. 
Pearl Smith, Mrs. Nora Andrew, and Mrs. 
James Cunningham. Mrs. Cunningham, of 
the Disciple Church, sang a beautiful solo. 
A very impressive sermon was preached by 
Rev. C. H. Slusher, of the United Breth- 
ren Church. All who take The Christian 
Missionary, and read it, will note what a 
splendid program Mrs. C. W. Johnson, our 
Thank-offering program superintendent, 
has prepared. Our people were so inter- 
ested that they carried out this program, 
Sunday evening, November 30, in a splen- 
did way. It was given through the aus- 
pices of the Junior Department of our Bi- 
ble School. We have a splendid orchestra 
which took care of our music in a most ac- 
ceptable manner, after which Mrs. G. M. 
Gephart, our misionary chairman of the 
church, in her pleasing way explained the 
manner in which our misionary money is 
used, because some may not understand. We 
have a regular, systematic way of mission- 
ary education, and of carrying on our mis- 
sionary work, through the Bible School, Sis- 
terhood, various classes and departments, so 
that our entire church may have an active 
part in all our mission work at home and 
abroad. We give special attention to our 
Christian orphanages, and our church was 
the first that sent an offering for Japan 
after the devastation. Our Thank-offering 
Scripture lesson was read by our Sisier- 
hood, after which the Juniors led in the con- 
secration prayer. The pageant, “The Mag- 
ic Thank-offering Box,” was put on by the 
teachers, assisted by seven from the Jun- 
ior Department, and was pronounced a 
great success. The offering was taken by 
the seven Juniors in the pageant, represent- 
ing foreigners, after which our pastor led 
in prayer. The Thank-offering amounted to 
sixty dollars, which is the largest offering 
for this purpose in the history of this 
church. Yesterday our pastor conducted a 
very sad funeral service for Mrs. Martha 
Hummell, and her daughter Belle, a young 
lady, both of whom died as the result of 
terrible burns accidentally received while 
attending to a cookstove. The church would 
not accommodate all who attended the fun- 
eral_—_ETHEL BAKER, Corresponding Secre- 
tary. 


NEW JERSEY 


Finesville, December 9—We were pleased 
when Rev. George A. Roemer and his wife, 
Rev. Rosa O. Roemer, arrived about the first 
of November to take up the work here in 
Finesville. Both Brother and Sister Roemer 
brought their letters of membership with 
them from the Madisonville, Pennsylvania, 
Christian Church, which were accepted by 
our church, and on Sunday evening, Novem- 
ber 23, they were received into full member- 
ship by the writer. On Tuesday evening, 
November 25, the members and friends of 
the church gave them a reception in the 
Sunday-school room, where they were heart- 
ily received and welcomed by the members 
and friends of the church. The evening was 
spent very pleasantly with singing and 
speech making. Brother and Sister Roemer 
both were called upon also, to which they 
responded with very fitting words, appreci- 
ated by all present. .At the close of the re- 
ception, refreshments were served. Brother 
Roemer has only been with us a little over 
one month, and in so short a time we can 
see a great change for the betterment of 
our church. We have better attendance and 
more interest manifested at our Wednesday 
evening prayer meetings. There is also a 
big change in the Christian Endeavor meet- 
ings. We notice a gradual increase in at- 
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tendance at the Sunday morning and eve- 
ning preaching services. All these indicate 
that we have the right man in the right 
place. Brother Roemer preaches from the 
Holy Bible, from God’s Word, and sticks 
right to it. That is what we all are anx- 
ious to have. In the midst of our rejoicing 
over the interest manifested in our church, 
our hearts have been greatly saddened by 
the sudden death of one of our most active 
members in the church, Miss Cora Kressler, 
age about forty years. On the evening of 
our pastor’s reception she was there with us 
and took an active part in the program of 
the evening. The following evening she was 
taken seriously ill with pleuropneumonia, 
and passed away just one week after she 
was stricken. She was always active in all 
the departments of church work, very sel- 
dom missing a service, and will be greatly 
missed by all in the church. She will be 


¢ =>) 


How to Make Friends 


HE way to make friends is easy 
As breathing the fresh morning 
air; 

It isn’t by an art to be studied 

Alone by the men who can spare 
To ponder on classical lore; 

The time from their everyday labors 
It never is taught in a college 

And it isn’t a trick or a chore. 








The way to make friends is to be one, 
To smile at the stranger you meet, 
To think cheerful thoughts and to 

speak 
Aloud to the people you greet; 
To hold out your hand to a brother 
And cheerfully say “Howdy-do” 
In a way that he'll know you'll mean 
wt— 
That's all that’s expected of you. 
Be honest in all your dealings, 
Be true to your word and your 


ome, 
And you will make friends, never 
doubt it, 
Wherever you happen to roam. 

Condemn not the brother who falters, 

Nor fawn on the rich and the great; 

Speak kindly to all who approach you, 
And give up all whining at fate. 

—Farm and Home. } 
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missed at our New Jersey Christian Confer- 
ence, which she has been accustomed to at- 
tend for several years. In the home she will 
be missed more than anywhere. She had an 
invalid father and a sickly brother to whom 
she has been obliged to minister to their 
needs for a long time. She was a lady of 
fine Christian character and loved by all 
who knew her. The funeral services were 
held at her late home opposite the church 
on Saturday afternoon, December 6, by her 
pastor, Rev. George A. Roemer. The dear 
ones whom she was obliged to leave behind 
have our heartfelt sympathy.—ALONZzo 
SAILER. 


NEW YORK 


Hilton, December 8—The Parma and 
Greece Church of the Western New York 
Conference is situated about a dozen miles 
from Rochester, New York, where the The- 
ological Seminary is located. For the last 
several years it has seemed expedient for 
this church to use student pastors, notwith- 
standing the fact that the pastor be of a 
different denomination, and therefore the 
reason for the present pastor’s being with 
the church. I came here as pastor on the 
second Sunday in June, 1923, following Rev. 
W. H. Roberts, who was also a student pas- 
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tor. We are very pleasantly located and 
have learned to love the folks here very 


much indeed. Our work is coming along— 


very well. On Sunday, November 16, we 
began a series of special meetings. These 
meetings were begun with a threefold pur- 
pose in mind: First, to deepen the religious 
consciousness of the church folks; secondly, 
to lead all who would to make the great sur- 
render to Jesus as Savior; and thirdly, to 
lead all who should do so to take member- 
ship with the church. We surely did have 
a very noticeable deepening of the religious 
consciousness of the church folks. There 
were seven young people between the ages 
of twelve and sixteen who made the declara- 
tion of the great surrender and united with 
the church. These young people are the 
cream of our church and we rejoice that 
thus early they are taking their stand for 
their Master. There was not the wished- 
for response on the part of those whom we 
had hoped would unite with the church, how- 
ever. There are about a dozen fine folks 
who come regularly to the church, yet are 
members of another church. These folks 
are doing their part in the work of the 
church fully as well as if they were actual- 
ly members, but we do so much hope that 
thev will soon come in with us and make it 
an example for others in days to come. The 
meetings were conducted by the pastor with 
the help of the different Sunday-school 
classes and other organizations of the 
church. EDWARD M. Conway, Pastor. 


VIRGINIA 


Portsmouth, . December 10—The two 
weeks’ series of revival services came to a 
close with the evening service Sunday, De- 
cember 7, at Elm Avenue Church. This 
meeting was a great blessing to the church 
and the community, and has been pro- 
nounced by some of the members as the best 
meeting ever held in the history of the 
church, and it was certainly one of the best 
which has come under the observation of the 
writer for a long while. Thirty-three per- 
sons were added to the membership of the 
church, and it is said that several others 
are expected to join the church at an early 
date. Most of those uniting with the church 
were adults. The pastor, Rev. V. T. Craw- 
ford, who took charge of the Elm Avenue 
Church November 2, of this year, did the 
preaching in these special services, and Mr. 
R. L. Baker, who is superintendent of the 
Elm Avenue Christian Sunday-school di- 
rected the singing.—CORRESPONDENT. 


Northwestern Ohio Young 


People’s Christian Congress 


ON Saturday morning, December 6, the 

young people of Northwestern Ohio, to 
the number of nearly two hundred, gath- 
ered at the Lima Church to complete the 
organization of their Young People’s Con- 
gress. 

Eleven churches were represented, Otta- 
wa River being in the lead with forty young 
people, which gave this church possession 
of the Congress banner until the next meet- 
ing. Mr. Frank Wright acted as chairman. 

A most fitting welcome was expressed by 
Rev. G. B. Garner, D. D., the oldest minis- 
ter of the conference. Dr. Garner charac- 
terized the gathering as “The greatest ever 
held in the bounds of the conference.” Oth- 
er visitors included the conference president, 
Rev. J. C. DeRemer, Rev. Peter Wasson, 
Rev. L. D. Hammond, Brother Stout, Broth- 
er Lutz, Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, and Miss 
Lucy M. Eldredge. 

Mr. Justin Morrill reported for the nomi- 
nating committee, and the following officers 
were elected: President, Frank Wright, De- 
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fiance; Vice-president, Mary Caris, Defi- 
ance; Secretary, Grace Taylor, Britton; 
Corresponding secretary, Mamie Hall, Spen- 
cerville; Treasurer, Louise Hartman, Co- 
lumbus Grove; Secretary of Evangelism 
and Life Service, Ruby Armentrout, Cairo; 
Secretary of Christian Education, Charles 
Sykes, Ottawa River; Secretary of Missions, 
Carlton Spearman,’ Bridgeport. The coun- 
selors elected at the previous meeting are: 
Rev. J. C. DeRemer, Mrs. Lawrence Bur- 
man, and Mr. Mussey. 

One of the outstanding goals of the Con- 
gress this year will be to win five hundred 
young people to Jesus Christ. Discussion 
of plans, talks by the president and Miss 
Lucy Eldredge, and a delicious picnic din- 
ner, followed by a social hour, completed the 
program for the day. The next meeting 
will be held at Columbus Grove in _ the 
spring. 

From beginning to end this rally at Lima 
was marked by the earnest spirit of the 
young people, their desire to work together, 
and by their enthusiastic loyalty to Jesus 
Christ and the Christian Church. They are 
determined to make their Congress a great 
force in the church, by dividing the confer- 
ence into districts, to enlist the young peo- 
ple of every church of the conference in 
their program. Their work has only just 
begun, but that beginning promises much. 

Lucy M. ELDREDGE. 


Twelve International Movements 
(Continued from page seven) 


disgraceful, where their lungs are filled 
with dust and dirt, lights poor, ventilation 
poor, and the social conditions degrading. 
Surely the emergence of childhood should 
be the watchword of our time. A national 
interest has been stimulated in hogs, corn, 
cotton, wheat, and trees. Why should not 
the United States place a man in the Presi- 
dent’s cabinet who would stimulate a na- 
tional interest in the childhood. of America, 
so that when an amendment to the consti- 
tution is offered for the protection of our 
children it would be supported by the peo- 
ple and law makers? 

I want to speak very plainly but posi- 
tively regarding the present day indiffer- 
ence to the enslavement «f humanity and 
the effects of this indifference upon life. 
In the first place, the present day attitude 
toward the social crime of human enslave- 
ment is psychological'y disastrous. The 
darkest hour of any chi'd's life is the time 
when he realizes that his liLerty has been 
sold to another, his wakin,y hours torment- 
ed by the humdrum of the wi-els of indus- 
try, and his whole life jeopardized hy the 
chilling thought of daily toil. It is certain 
to squelch that virtuous inborn instinct to 
engage in wholesome, invigorating play, 
buries forever those psychological powers 
which would lead to self-control, self-direc- 
tion, ability to lead, and willingness to fol- 
low. That which would contribute to his 
social training, develop an amiable ap- 
proach, and give zest to the whole life has 
been curbed by the ambitions of unright- 
eous men. I am not saying that the child 
should not be taught to work. Lack of 
training for some vocation will prove as 
disastrous to the child as overwork in 
the industrial centers. The play life of the 


child is inborn; the industrial life of the 
child must be cultivated. And the laxity 
of parents in teaching their children to 
work is just as harmful to civilization as 
the ambitions of the captains of industry 
to grind the child’s liberty into dividends. 
My great problem right now as a father is 
that of teaching my boy that it is just as im- 
portant for him to work as it is.for him to 
play. With great delight he builds on my 
desk his little garage of blocks. He erects in 
one corner of my study a tent and builds an 
imaginery camp fire in another part of the 
room. He clips from the papers and maga- 
zines pictures of automobiles and other 
machinery and scatters these bits of paper 
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Stewardship Lesson for 
Juniors 


‘THE General Secretary of tne Unit- 

ed Society of Christian Endeavor 
recently said that “Stewardship is the 
greatest subject before the Church to- 
day.” Leaders of Christian thought 
everywhere are talking about stew- 
ardship and plans are being made on 
every hand to present the subject to 
the church in an adequate way. 

We are constantly reminded that 
any adequate church program must 
include the boys and girls. With this 
thought in mind, Mrs. Maud Junkin 
Baldwin has prepared a splendid lit- 
tle book containing ten stewardship 
lessons for Juniors, the title of which 
is “Using Our Gifts for Our Heaven- 
ly Father.” Each of the ten chap- 
ters is a complete program in itself 
with scripture material, memory work, 
hymns, pictures, and the story in de- 
tail all suggested, and which may be 
presented as a whole or adapted to 
meet the needs of the particular 
group with which one is dealing. The 
topics discussed are: God the Crea- 
tor and Owner of All; the Giver of All 
Good Gifts Including His Best Gift— 
Jesus the Savior; We, the Keepers of 
God’s Property and How We Should 
Use Ourselves, Our Strength, Our 
Time, Our Property for Our Heavenly 
Father. 

We urge a wide use of the book by 
Sunday-school teachers, superintend- 
ents of Junior departments in the 
Sunday-school, of Junior Christian 
Endeavor societies and Junior Mis- 
sionary societies. Price, thirty cents. 

Order of The Christian Publishing 
Association, Dayton, Ohio. 

Mrs. W. H. DENISON. 

Dayton, Ohio. 




















s 





over the room. In doing this he is follow- 
ing the instincts of an inborn impulse. It 
is not only a joy to him to engage in this 
play, but it is a delight to his father to 
watch him. But when I desire the use of 
the desk, and request him to gather up the 
pieces of paper, the boards, and the blocks, 
he thinks of the procedure as work. To 
him it is a far cry from his previous ac- 
tions, but to me it is the proper linking of 
his play life with his work life. And from 
this he will learn the lesson of other useful 
engagements. It has a great psychological 
effect upon him. Contrast this with the 
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employment of childhood under eighteen 
years of age under the direction of men 
who are unable to think of the rights of 
childhood. This type of employment de- 
prives the child of the proper measure of 
schooling, recreation, and healthy develop- 
ment. Indifference and child labor are 
twins—whether found in the cotton mills 
of the South, in the industrial centers of 
the Middle West, or in the New England 
States. 

What is the psychological effect upon the 
womanhood of America when We learn that 
last year fifty thousand girls dropped out 
of society and out of virtuous life 
never to appear again on the stage 
of self-respect and virtuous action? 
What is the trouble with our social 
organism? It is this: We have trusted 
some of our children to the unholy direc- 
tion of the industrial centers, and the rest 
of them we have trusted to the unsound 
public school system, the theater, the mov- 
ing picture, and the dance hall. No wonder 
there is an unsurpassable chasm between 
the parents and their children. No wonder 
our boys and girls are not making a com- 
mandable contribution to our civilization. Our 
present method of child employment, child 
training, and child entertainment has re- 
sulted in a mob psychology. This thing 
has undermined our social organism, and, 
if not checked, will undermine our civili- 
zation. 

The modern attitude toward the enslave- 
ment of humanity is economically imprac- 
ticable. I am thinking now of the thou- 
sands of little children in the great 
state of Massachusetts who are engaged in 
gainful occupations, of the one hundred 
and eighty-five thousand in all New Eng- 
land who are now watching the shuttle, 
packing the goods, and doing whatever 
their unskilled, innocent hands can do. I 
am thinking of the fifty-seven percent of 
the children, from thirteen to sixteen years 
of age, in the Shenandoah district who are 
working in the breakers. According to the 
report of the Children’s Bureau the condi- 
tion there is a disgrace to our civilization. 
The report says: 

These boys work in the constant roar 
which the coal makes as it rushes down 
the chute. Black coal dust is 
everywhere, covering the windows, and 
filling the lungs of the workers. The slate 
is sharp so the slate pickers often cut or 
bruise their hands; the coal is carried 
down the chute in water, and this means 
sore and swollen hands for the little work- 
ers. The first few weeks after the boy be- 
gins work his fingers bleed almost con- 
tinually. 

There are many other sections of our 
country that duplicate this terrible condi- 
tion. This sort of thing would kindle less 
wrath in the hearts and minds of the peo- 
ple were it confined to countries of less 
civilization and refinement than that of 
which we boast in America, and were it not 
for the further fact of its effect upon our 
economic life. The State that sits idly by 
and watches these young lives ground out 








1222 (22) 


will some day be called upon to take care of 
some of these children. 

The modern attitude toward the enslave- 
ment of humanity is spiritually unsafe. In 
spiritual as well as economical matters, 
prevention is better than cure. There is no 
greater waste to civilization than the ap- 
palling and deplorable waste of misspent 
manhood and womanhood. Every social, 
moral, and economic value pales into in- 
significance when compared to the spirit- 
ual aspect of the question. 

We are profuse in our criticism of the 
ancients for their blind stupidity and their 
unwillingness to modify their methods of 
dealing with women and children. But we 
allow the spirit of human slavery to thrive 
in our nation. Are we willing to permit 
these conditions to continue, culminating 
in a psychological disaster, economic waste, 
and spiritual impoverishment? The big 
task of the Church is to effect a change in 
in our social organism so that we shall see 
the fruits of a well ordered life, culminat- 
ing in equality and human freedom. 

Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 


Universal Week of Prayer 
Topics for Universal and United Prayer— 
Sunday, January 4, to Saturday, 
January 10, 1925 
Sunday, January 4, 1925 


TESTS SUGGESTED FOR SERMONS AND 
ADDRESSES 

This is the name whereby he shall be 

called, the Lord our Righteousness.—Jere- 

miah 23:6-8. 

New heavens and a new earth wherein 

dwelleth Righteousness.—II Peter 3:13. 
Neither shall they learn war any more. 

—Micah 4:3. 

If.—John 8:31, 32; I John 1:7. 
Till we all come into the unity of the 

faith—Eph. 4:3. 

Monday, January 5, 1925 
THANKSGIVING AND REPENTANCE 
Let Us Give Thanks—For the certain evi- 
dence of the righteousness and sovereign- 

ty of God in human life and history. 
For the many ways in which the grace of 
God is seeking to bring salvation to men, 
and for Christ who is the Way. 

For the fruits of the gospel which are 
the only healing of the nations. 

For the deepened longings of men for the 
“Desire of the Nations,” and for their 
ever-widening recognition of the authority 
of Christ. 

Let Us Repent—Of our fear and distrust 
of and disloyalty to the Truth. 

Of our unlovingness, our proneness to 
think evil, and descent to human contro- 
versy. 

Of our timid and inadequate obedience, 
our lack of courage and daring, our eva- 
sion of the Cross. 

Of our poor thought of God, our failure to 
follow Christ in fulness of reality. 

Let Us Pray—For a simpler and truer real- 
ization of the meaning of the gospel. 
For purity of heart and humbleness of 
mind. 

For the unity of the body of Christ. 
For the triumph of the spirit of Christ 
in all the life and work and relationships 
of men. 

Scripture Readings—Psalm 34; Eph. 4:20- 
82; Col. 1:18-29; I John 4. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Tuesday, January 6, 1925 


THE ONE CHURCH UNIVERSAL—THE 
“ONE BODY” OF WHICH CHRIST 
IS THE HEAD 


Let Us Give Thanks—For the richness of 
the gifts of Christ in the varied experi- 
ence of the many members of the One 
Body. 

For the evidence that the risen Lord is at 
work in and through the Church. 

For the- awakened missionary purpose, 
and the conviction of the Church that 
she has a gospel for the whole world. 

Let Us Confess—Our forgetfulness and 
neglect of our spiritual ideals and of our 
sufficient resources in 
Our reliance upon unworthy motives or 
compromising associations. 

Our pitiful standards of devotion in re- 
gard to money, life, and prayer. 

Let Us Pray—For simpler faith, clearer 
knowledge of the Truth, more teachable- 
ness. 

For fidelity to past, present, and future, 
and to Jesus Christ, “the same yesterday, 
today, and forever.” 

For courage to rise above old failures 
_ venture out into the great will of 


That the Church may witness to the world 

the Truth of Christ, her Head, and de- 

clare his message of unity in her ministry 

to the divided life of the world. 
Scripture Readings—Eph. 3; I Tim 3:14-16; 

Rev. 3:7-22. 

Wednesday, January 7, 1925 
NATIONS AND THEIR LEADERS 


Let Us Give Thanks—For the awakened de- 
sire of all peoples for peace and mutual 
help. 


For their discontent with selfish and un- 
righteous leadership. 

For the firm justice of God and his sure 
judgment on national sin. 

For the breakdown of all false confidence, 
and of the reliance of men on war or 
wealth as the way to a better world. 


Let Us Confess—Our own national selfish- 
ness, our self-righteousness, our suspicion 
of other nations. 

Our judgment of others as we would not 
be judged, and our failure to do te them 
as we would have them do to us. 

Let Us Pray—For the establishment of a 
righteous and friendly international life. 
For the raising up of good and just and 
wise men to lead the nations. 

For the establishment of peaceful meth- 
ods of settling all disagreements, and of 
common agencies of world service and co- 
operation. 

For the coming of the Kingdom of Christ. 

Scripture Readings—Psa. 2; Romans 13:1- 
10; 15: 1-7; I Tim. 2: 1-7; 6: 11-19. 

Thursday, January 8, 1925 
MISSIONS 

Let Us Give Thanks—For the living faith, 
the loving service, the courage and pa- 
tience of the missionary enterprise. 

For the rise of the national churches on 
the mission field; for the converts from 
Islam; for the rootage of Christianity in 
new soils. 

For the growing acceptance by the con- 
science of nations of the missionary obli- 
gations toward dependent peoples. 

For the new opportunity, for the opened 
heart of Japan since the earthquake; for 
the universal acceptance of the moral au- 
thority of Christ. 

Let Us Confess—The indifference and ig- 
norance of the Church at home, and its 
acceptance of inadequate standards of 
obedience and love. 

The hindrances erected by our failure as 
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individuals and as nations to practice the 
gospel we preach. 

Let Us Pray—That in all mision fields 
abroad and in our churches at home we 
may more faithfully follow Christ and 
display his mind and spirit. 

That we may not only say “Lord, Lord,” 
but may also do his will. 

That men and women and money may be 
laid at the feet of Christ in adequate 
measure for the fulfillment of the duty of 
this generation. 

That the work of the missions may be 
saved from the peril of division, and that 
Satan may not be allowed to triumph 
through us. 

Scripture Readings—Acts 1:1-11; 
10; Ezek. 33: 1-20; Isa. 35. 

Friday, January 9, 1925 

FAMILIES, SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, AND 

THE YOUNG 

Let Us Give Thanks—For the mothers who 
bore in pain this generation, and in love 
taught it its first lessons in the holiness 
and love of God. 

For the fathers who have followed in 
righteousness the paths trodden by their 
fathers and taught them to their children. 
For the eagerness and ambition of youth, 
and their readiness to receive the truth 
that is evidenced by life, and the life that 
witnesses to truth. 

For all hatred of uncleanness and hy- 
pocrisy, and for the new zeal for human 
brotherhood, social justice, and world 
service. 

Let Us Confess—Our disloyalty to the past 
and our fear in following God’s new 
leadings. 

Our negligence of the child and the les- 
sons which the Lord still teaches from 
the child in the midst. 

Let Us Pray—For the maintenance of the 
purity, stability, and simplicity of the 
family life. 

For the preservation of family worship 
and Bible-reading and Christian teach- 
ing in the home. 

For those whom poverty or the exactions 
of unequal toil or misfortune or injustice 
have been deprived of the privilege of 
home, especially for all children who are 
denied any necessity of body, mind, or 
soul. 

That the institution of the Sunday-school 
may be made yet more powerful and be 
yet more widely extended, and that the 
agencies for its improvement may be 
wisely directed and greatly strengthened. 
That all schools and colleges and teach- 
ers may establish and not destroy the 
faith of students, and send them forth 
firmer in Christian conviction and strong- 
er in Christian life. 

Scripture Readings—Matt. 5: 1-16; Acts 2: 
14-18; Mark 10: 17-31; Psa. 119: 1-16. 


Saturday, January 10, 1925 
THE HOME BASE 
Let Us Give Thanks—For the ever-growing 
realization that Jesus Christ is the moral 
judge of the world, and that nothing is 
right which he would disapprove. 
For the response of men and the leader- 
ship of the Church in all appeals for help 
for human need and suffering anywhere 
throughout the world. 
Fos the work of the Church in all its 
agencies to establish Christianity as the 
supreme power in the life of the nations. 
Let Us Confess—Our want of brotherly 
love and of interracial goodwill; our prej- 
udice against the people of other races 
and our negligence in seeking to win 
‘them to Christ. 
Let Us Pray—That the Church at home 


(Continued in second column, page 23) 
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